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PILLUL A. PESTILEN TIAL ES: 


Of 
A Sprriruat Recerpr 


! 
The Plague. : 
| 


Delivered in a Sermon Preach’d 
in St. Pav!’s Church LONDON, inthe 
mid {t of our late Sie 


VISITATION. 


By By ck. Kingfton M. A. ssl Bea eS 
: at Se. ita? Clerken-well | 


Numb. 16. 46. There ws wrath Cone out from he 
Lord, andthe Plague iw begun. 

Numb. 1. 48. And Aaron food between the | 
Living and the Dead, and the Plage: > WAS 


frayed. 
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|| | LO NDON, Printed by #7, G. for Edw, Br eofler : 
| at the Crauein St, Pauls Church-yard. 1555. 
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aid ait thatthe atta tts 
Tothe Right Honourable 
Sir JOHN KEELING 


Knight and Baronet , 
1N 


Lord Chief Juttice af ENGLAND, 


Rieht Honourable , 
CK Hen f left mine Eyes 
Y VY from the low and bum- 

ble valley of my obfcure 
| fortunes ,to that bright (hining 


Say 


and Eminent bill of Honour 


f° - 42 


a 
onwhich the Favour abe His 
Majefty, the Noblenefs of 
Birth, and your many E Excel- 
lent Virtnes bave feated you : 
I cannot but lay a fharp and 
rigorous Lenfure upon my owit 


Prefuinp- 


The Epiftlé Dedicatory. S83 
Prefumption, that I, fo much 
a firanger to your Lorajhip , 


fheould thus boldly adventure 


to prefs tuto your prefence , 

and to crave your H onourable 
Patronage of (omeanaW ork; 
bur when your Honour % 
pleas'd io confider tbat Di- 
vine Truths are Subjects 
wortby of acceptation, tbongb 
prefentedin an Earthen V ef- 


fel; and David's comfort Cin 


Rafe ning bis Wives, and reco- 

vering ibe fpoils from. tbe 
Racal cites ) was no whit 
tbe {maller, altbonga a young 
u2a12 of Feype made nay for 
tbe 


The Eprftle Dedicatary. 
tbe difcovery. I bope to obtain 
(what I humbly beg) your 
Honours P ardon. 
My Lord,this Sermon was 
Compos'd and Preach d inthe 
very beight of our late dread- 
ful Vifitation, when T bow- 
fands dy don our right band, 
and Ten bonfand on our left; 
ait which time my imployment 
by day was vifsting the Sick, 
and by night burying the 
Dead ; having no time 
allowed for fiudy but what I 
extracted from my natural reft 
which may make this T raét 
more guilty of failings thai at 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
anotber time: my bumble re: 
queft iberefore to your Lord- 
hip is, that you would be 
diate to lay the finger of a 
charitable. conflruttion upon — 
tbe Scar of my imperfection , 
and favourably accept this 
firff frni of my labours. So 
itt all bumility imploring the 
_ of Majefly and: Mercy to 
and Tifie your Hieart, Reélifie 


your f Hand, Fuftifie your Soul, 


and taftly Crown your Head 
with eteniad Glory ;T take the 
i — bem 


bonour to 
wre 3 BES 97 8} 
Your Lerdfhips daily Oratour 


oe ie 
Rich, > inane 
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To the Right Worthipful Fo yfepb Ayloff 
and George Walfh Efquires, two of his 
Majefties. Juftices of the Peace for 
the County of Middlefex. 

And tothe Worthipful Hezry Dacres 
and William Cole Efquires 3.as alfo to his 
much, refpected friend Mr. Henry 
Kuight , RK. wifheth the dew of 
Heaven and the fatnefs of the Earth. 

Right Worfhipful, 

Utelar Angels are a 
controverted Theme 
among{t Schoolmen ; 
but the favourable influ- 
ence ofa juft defence from 
your W orthips, hath been 
an unqueftionable matter of 
my experience: which tran- 

{cendent favours, if buried 

if 


in Oblivion, would. be an 


_ high impeachment of vera- 


city; and not to acknow- 
ledge them, having this oc- 
cafion, could plead for no 
diftance, from down-right 
fordidnefs and plain Ingra- 
titude. 

The: W ork is too fmall, 
andthe Author too mean 
to equalize your worth, or 
merit your Patronage;only 
‘tis the height of my Ambi- 
tion to let the world know 
that your favours (which as 
far excel my deferts as my 
power to retaliate ) have 
not 


not been -beftowed on an 
ungrateful Servant. | am 
notignorant, that cunning 
Bezaliabs and Aboliabs may 
carve and pollifh the Tem- 
ple, yet L am glad that I 
ean but lay one little {tone : 
though men of brighter 
Souls bring their Gold and 
Jewels to it,yet I hope God 
will accept of my young 
Pigeons.and Turtle Doves. 
I may fay with Sz. Peter, 
Silver and Gold bave I none, 
but what I bave I give you ; 
in all humility befeeching 


you toconfider my years, 


which 


which are but few , and the 
time I had, which was but 
fhort, and my many other 
fad occafions ,. wherewith 
in the mean time I was 
interrupted ; and then ac- 
cept of this for tryal, as if it 
were the extract of fome 
purer and better wit. The 
Lord profper your days, 
direct your hearts, and blefs 
all your undertakings , to 
the glory of his Name, and 
your own eternal felicitie : 
So ever Prayeth 

Your Worfhips in all Duty 


and Service 


Ricb, Kingfon, 
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To the Church-W ardens 
of the Parifh of St. Fames 
Clerken-Well for the time 
being, and to the reltof 
the Of: 


ieers and Inhabi- 
tants of the fame Parifh: 


i, K, Wifheth health and happinefs mm 
“this if, and Eternal blefledne&s in 
that to come. 


pts F's yiends . 

rig D alg T pleated the wile Dilpo- 

fer of all things, to caft 
my lot among you inone 
of the moit dreadful Vi- 
fitations that ever Eng- 
land knew, when the 
black Horle of the Peffizlence, with 


c > ae | qt 5 Ast 7° 

Pale Deathion his back, pranc'd our 
Streets at Noon da ay » and Midnight; at 
w hich« 


ich dreadful ( and never to be 
forgotten)time our fenfe of Seeing was 
well- 


well-nigh glutted with beholding the 
fight of our Difeafed and Deceafed 
Friends, enough to have extinguifh’d 
the optick faculty. | 


No Papers then over our Dores were [et 
With Chambers ready farnilh'd to be Let : 
But a fad Lord have mercy uponus, and 
A Bloody Crois, as fatal marks did ftaud 
Prefaging th noifome PeRilénce within : 
Was come totake revenge of us for Sin, 


Andas our Eyes might well bedim’d 
fo might our Ears be deaf'd with the 
doleful cryes ofthe Poor, for Food to 
Keep them from Starving; of the S7ck, 
for Phyfick to keep them from Dying : 
and of them that were Azarked, for S pi- 
ritual helps to preferve them from 
Periflhing. 


aid 4 plesty, 
We well rarghe hear of Death there was ncn 
One Bell at once, was fain to Ring for twent ys 
> ms °F co 6 
No Clocks mere heard to firike upon their Bells, 
Caule notbinge Ruge but Death-{ 464 puts. b; pli « 
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W h ich 


Which dreadful noifes © terrified 
fome, and affrighted all, that men 
knew not what courfe to fleer to pre- 
ferve themfclves from this wounding 
fhaft. . 


Somse by their fear to goto Church debarr d, 

Axon are carri’d Deadinto the Yard: 

And Charches now with too much Burial fed, 

Fear d they {hould have no meeting but of Dead. 
g vy 


This Poyifon'd Arrow of the 
Pefidlence (efpecially when it was firit 
fhot among us) wounded fo fuddenly 
and fharply, that, we could fcarce be 
refolved whether ‘twas Sicknefs or 
Death .it felf that aflaulted us; for 
many lying down to repofe in the 
®vening,, made their fleep true kin to 
Death, by dying before the Morning. 


-—~ Ah who wouldtbhen defer 
A preparation for this meffenger ! 


But not to detain you longer with a 
large Epiftle to a little Book , be 
pleas'd to accept thereof as a Tefti- 
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mony ofmy fincere love to you, which 
fhall always be accompanied. with my 
hearty Prayersfor you, that our mer- 
ciful God would be pleas d. to with 
cvaw his Sin-revenging Scourge, which 
ic iti] amongft us, and charge his 
Augels fo guard your pérfons from 
future dangers and give you his holy 
Spirit to guide your Souls in the Path 
of Holinefs here , and bring you to the 
Palace of Happinefs hereafter. 


So prayeth 
The earneft defirer of your 


Souls welfare 
Rich, Kingfton: 


From. my Study 
at St. James 
Cierkenwell. 
OGobibe 18: 

t 6.65. 


Piriua REST ILENTIALES. 


—— <i, 


2 Shine Cap. 7. V.13,14. 


If 1 fend Peftilence 
among iy people. 

If my peop le which are called 
ry my name, {ball bumble 
themfelves, and pray, and 
feek my face,and turn from 
their wicked ways: Then 
will I. bear from beaven 
and will forgive their Sin in, 
and will beal tbe Land. 


=,OD, that from all Ezer- 
Bas nity Was sha appy in him- 
Wass! fell f,createc dthe World 
and Man the moft ¢elorions part j 
B of 


— Pillule Pefiilentiales. 


of it, not out of xeceffity, but 
a diffufive Goodnejs , by which he 
would have fome Beezngs repre- 
fent his Supremacy, and receive 
the Style of the Sons of the moft 
High. Other Artificers either 
out of Ambition or Profit, 
¢ranfmie to the World their 
Skill and Knowledge, only He 
(induced by a charity propor- 
tionable to hisown Nature ) re- 
folved to bring light out of dark- 
nefs, and conftitute a Lieute- 
aant upon Earth that fhould 
largely {peak the grandeur of his 
Maker. Thus Adam {prung 
bright and glorious out of the 
Chaos , unbued with thofe per- 
fe&tions which We ( his pofte- 
rity ) fince his tranfgreffion can 
never hopefor. His Patrimony 
was 


Pillule Peftilentiales, 


was large , and he might have 
lefe ic to his Heirs, who now 
by fad experience find, that he 
not only. became bankrupt him- 
felf, bue extayled his mifery up- 
on them. He came into the 
World its Lord and Mafter, and 
left his children Peafants and 
Vafials ; and the truthis, with 
fo much wnhappy fertility they 
have improved his Crime, that 
being but one at firft, the Eating 
the forbidden. Fruit, it’s now 
become zafiniie, and able to puz- 
zie the Arithmetick of Angels. 
Upon this {core one might juftly 
wonder that God fhould fay, IF 
I fend the Peftilence amongSt my 
People. If is a Word of Uncer- 
tainty, and argues an irrefolu- 
tion : One weuld rather have 
beg €X-= 
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Pillule Pefiilentiales. 
expected the Lord fhould have 
{warn by bimfelf, that tince this 
Darling , this Pertaker of his 
divine Excellencies , will ever 
be abafing them , and choofe 


rather the Livery of the Devil, 
than thae beautiful Veft of Inno- 


cence, with which he came clo- 


thed into Paradice, that there- 
fore he would fend his Plenipoe 
tentiavythe Plague, and without 
compatlion cut off his Favourite. 
Bue by this doubtful way of Ex- 
pic Mon, we are taught how un- 
willing he 1s to give “his juflice a 
full di aughe » which he will 
dnd muft do where Impenitency 
flops tbe Progrefs of bis Mercy. 
The Heatben could fay , Leuto 
evadu ad vindibl am {ui divina pro- 
cedit ira, tarditatemque fupplici 
gravitate 


Pillule Peftileniiales. 


gravitate compenfat. We thall 
find this Truth cleer,if we confi- 
der the Series of his proceed- 
ings againit Sin, Adam no flooner 
fins, buc is whipp’d out of Eden. 
Cain kills ls brother,and becoms 
a Fugiei Sodom grows luxue 
rious dee ees ns with: un-natural 
Lufis, and ire defcends from 
heaven to extinguifh thote bellz/b 
flames. 4 Ferufalenr, a City grac’ ya 
with more privileges than seed 
in the World, as bem ig the place 
in which God won ud have his 
name in amore particular man- 
rer calledupon; che Seat of the 
Temple, and the Metropolis of chat 
Nation which he owned above 
allothers 3 Ferufalem, Yfay, that 
heard the Prophets, yea Chrift 
bimfelf preach, and faw his Mi- 
racles 


Pilule P eftilentiales. 


racles , isnow, for her Sins no- 
thing but a heap of Rubbifb ; 
and as Adrichomius obferves , 
One may feek Jerufalem in Jeru- 
falem and not find her. The 
Eaftera Church , whofe coura- 
gious Martyrs , whole General 
Councels, whole Prelates ( thofe 
burning and fhining lights ) are 
fo highly celebrared , is now for 
her Arrian Hérefie and other Sins 
with which fhe abounded, en- 
flaved under the Turkifh Yoke, 
and hourly tormented with the 
Impieties of the Ivpoftor Mabo- 
met. Neither ean We of the 
Latin-Church here in Europe, 
fay our Sins have been hid, and 
Divine Fuftice as it were afleep 
during their Committing. In 
what a field of Miferies hath the 
whole 


Pillule Pefiilentiales. 


whole German Empire been this 
Jaft Century ? Nay, if we have 
a mind co. look nigher home, 
what a. calamitous Scene can 
Great Britainand Ireland {how 
you for twenty years, where ful- 
ne{s of Bread and a long Peace , 
begot ftiff Necks and obdurate 
bearts ; and thefe pull’d down 
the former , and this prefent 
deftruction : fo that We may 
well conclude, that there 1s no 
Nation or Countrey fo graced 
with privileges , fo crowned 
with bleflings, and fo beloved by 
God, but Sin will beget a deadly 
quarrel between them, and caufe 
the Subverfion of the moft flou- 
rifhing States and Empires. Let 
the Epicure afcribe the alterati- 
ons unto Fortune; the Storck to 

B 4 Fate 3 


> a , 


Pillule P eftilentiales. 


Fate 5 Plato and Pythagoras, with 
the learned Starefman Bodin, 
to Number 5 Ariftotle to a Syme 
metry or Difproportion 3 Coperé 
nicus to the Motion of the Cen- 
tres and Cardane, with the Gene- 
ralicy of Aftrologers, to the Malig- 
ant Influence of the Prrattick 
Cat s. Ye tha at have t In ot herwite 
bailcup inthe moft Holy F aith , 


t 
ught by the Divine Oracles 
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between God and Man, and 
erefore: whileft they (RE 
110 the Fable 2 embrace on- 
sie PC ha of palbable darknefs 

es ad of the Fuso of bright 

ndcléat “Fruths Tet Be fince 
we know the True caufe of Gods 
wrath, endevour to avoid it by 
newnefs of life, which is holy- 


nels 


poets 
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Pillule Peftilentiales. 


nefsin the Inward Man. And in- 
deed it 1s but fit if re will offend, 
that God fthould right ‘himielf. 
Nec enim Lex equior ulla eft : 
Quam necis Artifices Arte perire fia. 


We have Sinned, and God 
juftly firikes our beads with gid- 
dine{s , drawes pacags on our 
faces, and dyes our cae with 
purple. The Prophet 4 Amos faith, C.4v.10. 
God fent the Peftilence among 
the Ifraelites after the manner 
of Agypt, and he hath now fent 
the Plague amot noft the Englifb 
after the manner of If ‘ael. I f- 
raels Calamity in. the time of 
King David, is England’s Cafe 
in the Reign of King Charles. 


---~- Fatia eft narratio de te 
Anglia urutato nomine cum unmero. 
Change 


vail 
eRtED 
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Change but the Names of 
the Countrey with the Circuit,to- 
gether with the time that Plagne 
lafted , and the number of peo- 
ic confumed in that fpace, and 
we are parallel; Repentance was 
their only Balfam,and it muft be 
ours, for asthe great Bifhop of 

Sr. Augult. Hippo {ayes ; . , 


Mutet vitane qui vult accipere vitant, 


We muft by refolution of better 


obedience , blunt the Edge of |) 


that Sword that caufes fo great a 
Mortality amongft us. 


And thus I come to the words 
of my Text, If I fend the Peftz- 
lence ansongSt my people. In which 
Words we havea Gracious pro- 
mife of God unto his Church,or 
a 


—— - 


oa. ee ers 


Pillule Peflilentiales. 


a dirett Anfwer to Solomon’s Pray- 
er which he made at the finith- 
ing of the Temple, afluring Pe- 
nitent Souls , that if they turn 
from the Evil of their ways, 
he will curn from the Evil of his 
wrath, and free them from de- 
firuction ; I will hear from heaven 
and forgive their Sins. Where 
we may obferve four particulars; 

Firlt, a Difeafe, the Pefti- 
lence; fi mifero Peftilentiam in Po- 
puluw menm. 

Secondly, The Caufe of the 
Difeafe, Sim; implyed in thefe 
words, and turn from their wicked 
ways. 

Thirdly , The Medicine to 
be uled, which is Compoun- 
ded of three Ingredients. 


1. Humility. 


1. Humility, 
2. Prayer. 
b. Repentance. 


Pillule Peftilentiales. 


Fourthly, The Phyfictan pre- 
{cribing this Medicine, God. I 


will hear from beaven, &c. 


I begin with the Difeafe, 
of whith I need: fay but ile 
fince it {peaks fo web for it felf. 
Buc fomething I muft fay, left [ 
feemto pals that over that pafferb 
by few ina houfe or Ci ty where 
The .wordsis fome~ 
times rendred Peftilence , and 
fometimes Plagne; from the La- 
tine word Plaga , which figni- 


zt comes. 


fiesa Strol: 


b3 p 6 
NM @ 


but | by ets of 


the Streightneis of our Enelifb 


Tongue 


Pillule Peftilentiales. 


Tongue, they are promifcuonfly 
taken. The Plague in other 
Languages extends iurther, and 
notes any extraordinary Stroke 
that comes from God’; the Pro- 
phets under that Word contain 
thele four, Famine, Peffilence, 
Wild Beafis, and the Sword; 
which per eminentiam, are called 
the four plagues of God. °Tis 
true, God creates every thing, 


33 


both light and darkue(s, good and tt. 45.7. 


evil, as the Prophet tpeaks ; bue 
becaufle Strokes, if they be pri- 
vate, particular, or ordinary, 
have no great operation on us} 
we obferve their fecond, and.not 
their firft caufes, and fo we net- 
ther reverence God's ‘Fuftice, nor 
difcern his band , nor fear bis pow- 
er: Upon this Score, when mens 
11s 


14 


Hcb.1.2%, 


Ex. 8. 19, 


2 5am,24- 
rg. 
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fins cry aleud, and (peircing the 
Heavens ) mount to the very 
throne ot God; it is fic likewife 
that God’s loud ‘Fuftice f{hould 
peirce the heavens, defcend up- 
onman, and like the voice of 
Sinai, make poor mortals quake 
and fear. The plague is a Stroke 
able to extort from any man the 
confef{ron of Pharaoh's Enchan- 
ters, This ws the Finger of God; 

It’s an Arrow of his own (hooting ; 
and may berter be called Morbus 
Sacer, then the Falling Sicknefs. 
And therefore in our Language 
we ftyle the Peftilence the Vifita- 
tion of God, and the Tokens 
thereof God's. Marks, and upon 
our Dores write LORD HAVE 
MERCY UPON US : By which 
we clearly confefs, whileft the 
Angel 


Pillule Peftilentiales. 


Angel executeth divine wrath, we 


all ftand at God’s Mercy. 
And thus I-come from the 


i | Difeafe it felfto the Caufe of it, 


ee 


which is God's anger,enflamed by 
Sin. Y know there are fome, 
that following the Sentiments of 
Phyficians , will needs afcribe ie 
to the Infection of the Aire, to 
grofs and unwholfome Diet , or to 
the predominancy of corrupt bu- 
mours : But Phyficians may be 
excufed if they fay fomething 
when they fee an Angel. As I 
will not desy but in all Difeafes 
there may be fomething of natu- 
ral, {o Tmay likewife affirm, 
there 1s in this fomething divine 
and above nature. 


gs. For 


16 Pillule Peftilentiales. 


r, For the natural part. 


Firft 3 The lufecied Aire may |)" 
contribute. very much, and //\ 

Ex.9.8 therefore we read that by cafting: | li 
the Afbes of the Furnace towards \ ( 
heaven, the Aive became Infected ,, | WW 

and the plague of Botches and!) wi 
Blains fpread it felf over Aigypt..| 0! 


Secondly , 


Corrupt bumourss) Ww 


may do the like, for to them) tt 
doth King David ‘afcribe the) 1 
caufe of his Malady, when he} 
complains that bis Moifture in bim)) | 
Phil.2z.4.was corrupt, dryed up and turnedl)) wk 


into the drought of Summer. 


Thirdly, The contagion comee--\\ in 


ing from the Sick, 


Lev. 13. d 


ge Thus we fee=|} » 
by the Fewifh Law , the Lepromsy|)its) 


4534652. perfor tor tear of lufe&ting others it 
was commanded to cry aloudl})., 
Uncelean, Unclean 3 by which (y, 


ai 
he HI 
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he gave the Sound warning they 
ij! fhould not approch nigh for fear 
ud) of Contagion: He was:befides ro 
ja| have his dwelling alone; and the 
| garments he: wore, were to be 
id, wafbed, and if’ the plague was 
wl} fpread in them, the: Prieft was 
wt, to burn them. Yea, the very 
wi boufe walls in which the Leper 
a| dwelt wereto be fereped, and 
sit} in fome cafes the houfe it felf ro 
se) be pulled down. 
| The Learned Fernelizs more 
(| jadicioufly confefles this Difeafe 
hath a hidden beginning , fome 
| decret principle chat  occultly 
'y) wounds; and we may aflure our 
| felves, that though things ab 
| extra contribute to its progreffzon, 
(yet the real caufe is the /atent 
| Corruption within us. 
C Nugamur 


Pillule Peftilentiales. 
iNug Amur assrtema procul procul , effe purareis, 
At medits latet bec abdita uifceribus. 


- But let: us come tothe fuper- |; 


natural Canfe of this Difeafe; 


and that will not require a Phy- ) 
fcianfomuch as a Divine: And |, 


I fuppofe: many of them think it 
a difficule. point, that they go 
into the Country to ftudy ic, and 
by their abfence expound S.Paul’s 
words thus, We preach mot our 


felues, te. our Curates (or |}, 


who elfe will) preach for us. |) 
But to the fupernatural Canfe,,| 


the Scripture obferves it asia crime: 
in King Afa, chatin the time of |): 


his Sickne{s he look’d‘more after 


the Phyfician'than after Ged. He:|, 
did not confider the Infirwity of |. 


his Soul. was to be healed as well 


as that of his body, and there-. 
3 : fore}! 
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fore look’d for natural remedies 
only. Butif we would avoid 
his fault , we mutt acknowledge 
the hand of God in this Sicknefs , 
| and fomething abowe nature. For 
.| 1f we obferve the way of inflid- 
ing it, we fhall find it oftentimes 
done by Spirits: Thus we fee 
| an Angel, 4 deflroying Angel in 
|| the plague of Egypt, Exod.12.13. 
| Another in the plague that de- 
"| firoyed the hoft of the Affyrians 
“| under Senacherib ; We find a 
| third in the plague at Ferufalene 
™{ under King Dawid, and Se. Fobn 
‘}an the Revelations brings in a Rev. 160. 
"| fourth pouring his Vial upon 
"| Earth, and there fell a noifowe 
"| plague upon Man and Beaft.So that 
“| God is the great Agent in this Ca- 
"| lamity, But how ? Not willingly, 
be C 2 his 


“y 


10 
it 


fo 
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his anger.muft firft be enkindled 
by our Sia; for as the Pfalmift 
pial ros. faith, They provoked him to anger 
with their. Inventions, and then 
the plague brake in. among them. 
Thus Deut. 28. 21. God fays, 
Becaufe of the wickeduefs of thy 
doing, whereby thou baft forfaken 
me, the Lord {ball make the Pefti- 


lence cleave unto thees 


And. He- | 


Hof.s4.6. fea cries, O Ifrael retura unto the \ 


Lord thy God , for thou haft fallen 


by thine Iniquity |, The perdidit te’) , 
in the Prophet doth. nor proceed } 


from neighbours become Enemies, | 


or from the Locuft, Caterpiller , 
Mildew s, and iuch other things,, 


eee 


as caule Fawune and Peftilence 53) 


but from the corruption and Szm| 


Hh} 


hatch’d in thefe Ifraelites 5 and 


| 


: 


dll} 


“4 


therefore inthe fecond verfe he}, 


countfel sf} * 


HIE 
if 1 | 
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counfels them asthe only way 
co recover their former hank 
nefs, to Take with them words 
and turn tothe Lord, and fay un- 
to him, take away all Iniquity, and 
receive us gracioufly. So that fin 
which is the plague of the Soul, 
begetsthe Plague of the Body, 
This viperous Mother brings 
forth a child fo like ic felf, char 
it’s hard to know the one for the 
other. I fhal! thew you ina few 
particulars their Similitude and 


“| Agreement. 


Pirft, They are alike in Na- 
ture : The Corporeal Peftilence 


| alms not at che more gaoble parts 


of the body, but at che very 
Source of Life, the wital Spi- 
rits, and by its contagious quality 
opprefies chem: The like doth 


2 2 12 
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Sin by its fecret Malignancy to the 
Soul. Icblinds the underftand- 
ing, corruprs the Will, and fo 
potfons all our IntelleCtual faculties 


that we cannot fee the light of | } 
Faith, or ardently love God, or |" 


do any other 4& that may {peak 
us living Chriftians, 
State of Grace. 


Secondly , They are alike ini|' 


their lafeciion ; The reafon why’! 
we fhut people up that are Infe--| 
ced , and avoid their Company,,| 


is, becaufe they eaft ily commu=| tit 


nicate their Difeafe, to thofe:) 


chat are in health; ic 1s fo 


us the hatred we fhould begs}: 


them, and afterward by wdife hi. 
corneal \ 


and in a./ 


with a 

fin, itinfenfibly creeps upon us.) ji 
The often feeing wicked men re~} tic 
peat their crimes, firft takes froun})s; 
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cerned progreffions fo far work on 
us, that we begin to lowe and 
commit thefame. The Hifforian 
obferves, That Auguflus foon 
perceived the Inclination of his 
two Sati acon by the Comp. any 
they kepe:.The one affecied 
eae but the grave Senators and 
worthy perfonages of Kome 3 and 
aM Other none but the /uofe and 
debauch'd Gallants. We cannot 
touch pitch but we muft be defi- 
led; and we cannot converfe 
with wicked men,,-but we thall be 
tainted with their Impurities. 
Thirdly , They are alike dif- 
fupve. Thucidides in his D efcrip- 
tion of the Plague of Athens,cells 
us ic began in Africa; march’d 


4) from Atbiopia i into Aeypt, and 


fo took its courfe for Athens , 


Cc A. which 


+ 
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which was a vaft progrefs. And 
hath not Sin done the like ? Hath 
not the Sin of Adam in Paradice 
{pread ic felf over the whole 
World, and fo feized upon the 
mats of Mankind, that we muft 
all confels we are Unclean , and 
there is none of us rigbteons , no 
not one. 


Fourthly, They are both ter- | 


rible. 


What a difmal fighe is it | 


to feean Army enter by force in- |} ; 
to a pleafane City, and there in | 


a moment by the Iicentious fury 
of the. Soldiers , view thofe 
fireets floating with the blood of the 
Inbabitants , which in time of 
Peace ufed to be firewed with 


flowers ° Yet when heat of blood || 


is over, fome mercy is ufually 


hoped for, and many times ob- 


tained. 


= encanta aia atch a 
tec > — = 


a peice — 
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tained. Butthe Plague,like ano- 
ther Attila, the Scourge of Gud, 
{weeps all before it, and feldom 
gives Quarter. Sin does the lzke, 
yea, in a more terrible manner, for 
it erects its Tropbies upon the 
ruine of Souls: The defiruction 
of the body is but a momentary 
pain, but that of the Soul is 
commenfurate to the duration of it, 
which is to all Eternity. How 
much reafon have we therefore 
to pray fo be delivered from this 
Executioner, that like another 
Nero loves to perpetuate utifery, 
and {trikes a wretch 5 vt (entiat 
fe mori. 

Fifthly , They are alike in 
their Symptomes. When aman 
begins to feel fomé diftemper in 
his bead, ftomach, belly, or other 

parts 
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parts,though we apprehend iome 
danger, yet we think him noe 
paftthe benefit of Phyfick, and 
a poflibiliry of Recovery ; but 
if once his body begin to be pur- 
pled , and the plague fpots difco- 
ver their difmal hue, we then 
quit all hopes, and think no- 
thing lefs than a miracle.can re- 
cover him : Sim allo hath her 
fpots , and. they are as ill boad- 
ing to the Soul as the other to 
the body ; and therefore St. Fude 
in his General Epiftle ftyles wick- 


ed men aiagdicg fpots in their 


feafts of Charity. 


Laftly, They are both of a 
quick difpatch. Ocher Difeafes 
feem to give us fome warning 
that we may fet our houfe inorder, 
and by repentance blot out the 
Score 
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Score of our fins pretogality; > but 
the peftilentiat f ford , hike che 
Italian Stilletto, carries death up- 
onthe point, andatits firft en- 
trance, {ummons the wounded to 
his Funeral ; fo that we may now 
fing ina mournful Dirge 


Our pleafures ceafe, our joys are flying 5 


¥ e Bee. ; ref +4 * 
Death is alive, but Life is dying, 
S CD) 


Hence it is that Galen calls it 
Aojaos becaufe of its Mortal: qua- 
lity 5 and Hippocrates ems uuie. be- 
caufe of its fpr eading nature. his 
deadly dife: afe,we lee, lays heaps 
upon beaps, and it the Almighty 
power puts not a ftop tO 1t$ ViO- 
lent proceedings , it will in a 
fhort time {carce leave living e- 
noughto bury the dead. Where 


God 


"7 


4 


é 
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God gives ita Commiffion it runs 
like firein a Corn field. That 
paflage in Samuel is very remark- 

2Sam.24. able, where it is faid , So the 
Lord fent a Peftilence upon Ifrael 
frows the Morning even to the time 
appointed. Somethink this ap- 
ssiper Potttted time was fix hours, and of 
Pial. 37. this opinion is St. * Ambrofe 3 
*quett.37 * Theodoret 5 and the Fewi Hi- 
ftorian Fofephus : Others chink 
this appointed time was until night, 
and that at the beginning of the 
___- Ewening Sacrifice it ceafed,which 
ccnitin ‘Ste Hierome followes: Others 
mh (with Toftatus Abulenfis) chink ic 
lafted. three dayes. However all 
agree that ic was but a /bort fpace, 
in whichthis Tragedy was aed, 
although the guamdin is: not cer- 
tain. Upon this account the 
Septuagint 
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Septuagint reads the Words ix 
KMOSGA® GLvKG , If I fend Death 
among imy people 5 to fignifie, 
other difeafes by Medical berbs and 
the skill of Phyfictans may be 
Cured, but this is an zafallible 
Executioner, as lure as death it 


felf. And doth not Sin do the 


fame with the Soul? Ia the day Gens17 


thou eateft thereof thou fhalt dye; 
not a year after, but in the very 
day thou breakeft my Comman- 
dement thy fiz will prove deadly. 
So Annanias and Sapphyra no 
fooner lyed to the boly Ghoft, but 
at St. Peter's Examination. their 
Confciences became their condem- 
ning Jury, and their. Sentence a 


f{udden Death. 


W ©; 
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We have nowfeen their agree. 
ment: Vfhall only fay there is 
this happy diffimilitnde , that 
whereas the Cure of the Bodily 
plagne is uncertain, that of the 
Soul plague is infallible, 1€ we fly 
to Chr7ft with a due fenfe of our 
mifery ; and feck from his Me- 
rits that Alexipbarmacon , that is, 
an Antidote againft the greateft 
Crimes. 

Bue T fhall detift from fpeak- 
ing any longer zndefinitely of Sin, 
and come to thofe particular ones 
that in fo high a degree have 
drawn this plague upon us. 

Firftthen, The fia that leads 
the van is out Sabbath-breaking. 
How loud doth this cry inthe 
Fars of God! A fim more fre- 
quest, impudent, and unpuni/b'd, 
than 
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than in ‘thofe late black days 
when the greateft were juftified 
by a Law. This bleffed day is now 
as much mangled and broken 
as once the Lord of ir was : And 
as the Poet, deriding the imitode- 
rate dre{s of a wanton Girl, told 
her that fhe was minima pars fui 3 
{fo is this day fo divided, that 
it isnow become the leat part of 
it felf; atid you may feek fora 
Sabbathin «Sabbath and: not find 
zt. And whereas it ought to be 
the greateft Feftival and boly Reft, 
now other days are mere zano- 
cent then this. Thofe we {pend 
upon our Callizgs » and this (the 
more is our fhame )} ‘on our fins. 
In the Primitive times fandctity- 
ing the Lords Day was an emi- 
nent Charaéter that Chriftians Ni- 
ved 
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vedin the purity of their pro- 
feflion. When the Queftion 
was asked, Servafts Dominicam 2? 
The Anfwer returned was, Chri- 


prophaning the Sabbath either 
through Schifmatical Petulancy , 


or Idlenef{s. and Security, fnorting' | wi 
ona Bed, ot walking in the fields, | wy 
forgetting that he which on this'} |: 
day gathered flicks was paid house?) hin 
with ftones. . Confidering there--| tp 
fore the judgement of God that:| 
hangs over our head for this par-.| 
ticular fin, it is Cbriftian Prudence: | {y(: 
to pray,Lord have Mercy upon us,,| is 
and encline our bearts to keep this: 


Law. 


Secondly , 


flianus [um , intermittere non pofe | iu 
fam; Yam a Chriftian, and may | ti 
not do otherwife. How are we} \« 


fallen from our firft love? by 


' 
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Secondly, Another Sia that 


pulls down God's. vengeance on 
us , is that of Pride. Boetius 


| fayes excellently well , Cur: om- 


= 


“2s 


= 
—— — = 
— I ERR an ae 


| mia vitiafugiant a Deo, fela Su- 


perbia fe Deo opponit ; When all 
Vices flye from God, Pride alone 
oppofes it felf to God. Ino- 
ther vices men feek fome imagi- 
nary good , but in this they ende- 
your .to dethrone God: it 1s an 
oppofition to his very Being, as 
he isA/pha and Omega the firft Ef- 
cient and laft End 5; no wonder 
therefore if he blafts the perfons 
and defigns of thofe that harbour 
this Monfter , which beginning 
firft in heaven will never forget 
itsold Attempt. And therefore 
St. Profper in his Excellent Epiftle 
tothe Noble Virgin Demetrias , 
D fays 
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fays finely , Cum alia. cupiditates 
ea tantum bona quibus adverfantur 
gmminuant bec duu omnia ad fe 
trabit , fimul univerfa corrumpit; 
That whereas other Lufts wafte 
only that Good and Virtue to 
which they arecontrary, Pride 
whileft it arrogates all co it felf, 
corrupts all at once. God there- 
fore featters the Proud, he ma- 


keth them. like Smoak, ( to {peak 


» with the Pfaluift which perifbeth 


in afcending, and wanifbeth in 
di'ating of ic felf. 1 fhall noe 
need co tell you how he hath 
punith’d it in Wicked men, asin 
Nebuchadnezzar , Herod , and 
futiocbus 3, tor he will not allow 
it in his own people, And there- 
foreitf Corab, Dathan, and A- 
birane will be holier than Mofes 


and 
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,| and Aaron, and tempt the Fewi/h 

| Congregation to a Conrenrpt of their 
, | Supertours , he will prefently 
\,| open the Earth, and bury them a- 

five. They were ante Sepulti , 

| quam Mortui, asthe African Fa- 

» | ther ( Optatus ) fpeaks. If David 

(out of pride will number the Peo- 

| ple, (and fureit was fo, for the 

| Texefaich, bis heart was lift up 1 Chr.2. 
| tounmber the People) God will cai 

_\ fend his Plague and fweep away 
feventy thoufand of them. 

3. A third fin is that Cur- 

“|fed one of Swearing fo much 

jin Pracitce. Becanfe of Oaths 
“| (faith the Prophet) the Land 
"| Mourneth: And how can we but“? 
~ texpect that God will fend the 
“ \lightaing of his judgements from 
"beaver, when we do fo thunder 
| D 2 out 
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out Oaths on Earth: This 1s a \i\" 
Reigning Sin, not only amongft |! 
the Bafeft, but thofe.chat would |!) 
be thought the Orzaments of the |)" 
Age, asit Gentility confilfted in |! 
belching out blafpbemy. 

If the King be fpoken againft, | {# 
ic is high treafon, and defervedly a 
punith’ d with Death; if a Noble) sew 
man be traduced or flandered,it ts; i ; 
punifhable by the Statute off) 
Scandalum Magnatum 5 yea, aij oi 
private man in cafes of Obloguyy) a 
hath his remedy by Aéfion: only?! 
the name of God, though dear ton) 
him, i is not fo tenderly regarded, } ito 
but is moft grievoufly rent andl) 
torn by this common and Soubelé 
ruining Sin of Swearing. Butt) 
let me advite the black wouthedl) np 
Swearer, to have a care of fwear=\)iny, 


ing) 
| 
| 


i 
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sa| dag in jeff (as men are apt to pre- 
ot} tend ) left he go to Hell in ear- 
ad} ee for every Oath he {wears, 
>| gives his Soul a wound, and that 
dy) sound will be wocal endheh to 
; peirce heaven, and call for ven- 
\| geance on the Swearer,’ Have not 
oly) Many Of ys uncharitably and blaf- 
| phemoufly-with’d , that the Plague 
| she God would light upon our’ Bre- 
| thren 2. How jufily now hath it 
overtaken us. Curfes and Exe- 
|| erations have proceeded from us 
(i like Arrows thot: againft heaven , 
| and now they are returned back 
.{, upon our own beads. 
di” Fourthly, Tmuft name that 
i of Uncharitablenef's to one ano- 
yy) ther, upon occafions that fhould 
| rather adminifter grounds of Re- 
yh pentance then of “Malice. The 
il) i) 2 A poftle 
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Apoftle tells us Charity eovers @)\ 0) 
multitude of Sins, but we (asi) x 
if we were true Children of°) 
Noab ) delight in our Relations: | «x 
Nakedite/s. What beart-burnings'| yt 
are between us upon imal] dif--) (wi 
ferences: of .. Fudgement.°. .The:) » 
Turk cannot hate aChriftian with) jj 
a more Vatinian hatred then we) 
periecute. one another, though) «\ 
hatin into the fame Faith » andl) (i 
equally. profeffors of the fame) » 
Gofpe ell. ‘Is not the Plague COME)) ny; 
upon. us, that. our .Lord fore} y\ 
told, i F aiber (bould be sa | 
Son, meal Son againft F atber °- willl 

an Indeper dent endure a» Presby-| 
ferian , or the Anabaptift andi) ; 
Fifth Monarch iff one of the Epil) 
copal perfuafion? \No, no, we) | 
have known to our sick whites 


blood). 
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blood hath been fhed upon this 


account, ‘and thae their mutual 
animofities have boyled toas great 
aheight as thofe: at’ prefent be. 
tween Turk and Perfian. . © Con- 
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flantine theGreat, when he fom: - 


moned thesfirft General Conncel at 
Nice, to extinguilh the Arrian 
Herefie , «concerning ‘the? Guoxeix 
of: Chrift with: his: ather’, cau- 


fed all the private:Contentions — 


and Strifes that were ‘enflamed 
amoneft the Bifbops themfelves 
to be drawn up into a Compen- 
dium of ' Articles ; before they 
fhould: deliberate-about that orand 
Affair, which being done j he 
fealed them up with his own 
Royal Signet, and kept them in 
his bofome fora while as aSe- 
cret; afterward in his Speech, ex- 


D 4 horting 


F 
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horting them to unity of Spirit; 
and a ferious difcuffion of thofe 
things that concerned the Caeufe 
of Chrift; he burnt'all thofe éne 
vious Libells together , Ne inno: 


_ tefceret ull odin Gy fugillatio Saz 


cerdotum, as Caranza informs me: 
Letus that ferve at the Altar , 


imitate-this Pious Prince , and if | 7 


there be any anchriftian, unchavi- 
table fends amongft us,bury them 
in Lterual. Oblivion , lett they 
hinder us in. the prefecution of 
the Caufe of God; and not only 
prove our fhame, but a ftumbling 
block.of Offesce to the Enemies 
of the Faith. . Qur Lord and 
Saviour at his. departure Jeft:us 
this, New Commandement, that.we 
fhould lowe one another, but we 


have fo affronted this Injunion , 


that 
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that it is no marvel if he fays he 
is conte not to fend Peace but a 
Sword 5 a Sword that fhall draw 


*) out our vitals, and render us the 


wittims of. his fury. , 
Fifthly > That Rebellious mur- 
muring humour with which we 
have outraged Prince and Prieft. 
The Sacred Scripture never gives 
us an Account of Murmurers, 
buc it tells us likewife. their Px- 
nifbwent; Pharaoh murmured at 
the Ifraelites, and God entombed 
him and his hoaft inthe Red Sea. 
Fofeph’s Brethren murmured at 
him, andtheir reward was wvaf- 


|) falage, they became his Servants. 


Saul murmured at Dawid’s ten 
thoufands , and God left him to 
be his own Executioner. ‘Fudas 
murmured at the Box of Oyle 
that 
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that was poured on. his Mafters 
head, and what was his reward? 
be hang’d bimfelf.. And 1s.not 
this our Cafe? .. When: King 
Charles the firft livéd ,: ( though 
we may fay.of himias Homer faid 
of Greéce , that 1 was wwe doSenc 
the Papand Dug of the: Earth, 
He the Cream and Excellenreft 
of Princés ) how: didour: un- 
godly and malicious humours load 
him with all thofe Obloquies and 
Reproaches which St.Paul would 
not have flung even at Nero him- 
felf. And what I: pray was the 
Iflue of this ? Thete difcontented 
murmurings begot aK ebellion, and 
that Rebelliov,though it occafion- 
ed the Ruin of themoft blefled 
Prince, yetby God's juft judg: 
ment difgorged its Venom upon 
cur 
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our own heads: from being free 
Subjects to a King of a Glorious 
Race , it. made us valfals to: one 
of low degree, and-took from us 
the felicity they enjoy, whofe 
King is the Son of Nobles; The 
fame we may affirm of the 
Church of England: When was 
it fo flourifhing asin the afore- 
gamed Prince's Time ? Yet er 
ther our difcontenteduefs at his 
Fiatherly Indulgence to ‘it, or our 
Avaritious defigns to engrofs its 
Patrimony. 5 brought us. to that 
Infolence:, that we muft needs 
make her the Young Whore of 
Babylon. and under pretence of 
correcting her Errors , not only 
commit the greateft. Sacriledges 
and Rapes upon her, but fling 
down all her Fences, that the 
Wild 
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Wild Bore of Schifme and Here- 
fre might root her up: “And God 
knows at.this very day , the dif- 
mal Effects of muruuring.are too 
téo vifible, altchough-our: now 
Gratious Prince, endevours to his 
utmoft the extinguifhing thefe 
unbappy differences.5 that like fo 
many Phaetons if not ftopp'd in 
their Motion willeburn -both 
Church and State. »\ 

An hour 4s too-fhort atime to 
difcourfe of the Sins. chat {warm 
in this Land. What Mercy do.we 
fhew to our Poor 2: dothnot the 
Extortioner take damnablelutereft, 
and the Oppreffor ule violence? Do 
they not eat like a canker into 
the Rewerfiows of the Poor 2. The 
Italians proverbially fay of the 
Viceroyes of Naples and Milan, 
that 
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*} that the one fleeces and the other 
fleas the Subje. Yam afraid we 


have too many amoneft us that 
put this in practice , and make 
it their only fiudy to be Ingent- 
ous in oppreffing and ruining their 
oor neighbours. 

What temperance do we pra- 
Gice intheufe of the creatures ? 
How many are there that ftudy 
to be nothing more then accurate 
Gluttons ¢° They cannot dine or 
fup except they robthe Aire of 
its rareftfowle, and the Rivers 
and Seas of its moft exqiifite 
Fifb 5 and yet will {carce afford 
the Poor , thofe living Temples of 
the Holy Ghoft, a Morfell of Bread 
to keep them from Starving 3 
they can {wallow down whole 
flaggons of the richeft Wines, and 
yet 
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yet have f{carce a thimble full of 
cold water for their thirfty neigh- 
bour. And, indeed, if ever 
drunkennef{s had an inepunity , it 
isinthefe days ; although ic be 
a moft deteftable Sin, and fo pro- 
lifical chat ic begets a thonfand 
others , yet ic is now fo much in 
vogue, that I am afraid reeling in 
the Streets will be al’ 2 mode, and 
this Vice which metamorphofeth a 
Man into.a Beaft , rather be the 
Subject of Mirth then deteftation, 
Bue let thefe bon-companions 
know there was a curfelong ago 
pronounced again{t thofe that are 
firong to drink, and that God is 
now putting it in Execution. 
Since with their Teeth they will 
be digging their own graves, and 
pour down into their Throats like 


fluces , 
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(| fluces floods of Liquor to drown 
j,| their Souls, it is but. Juft che 
| Peftilence fhould fave them a la- 
«| bour and give them a quick dif 
| pateb. ¥ 
|» And as with Excefs in Eating 
| and Drinking we have prowoked 
| God ; fo likewife in our Apparel 
| and Cloaths. The Garments which 
, | God made our firft Parents, were 
),| to bide their foame , but ours are 
| Lo fantaftically fbap'd, that inftead 
| of covering they difcoverit. Ia 
| aword, There is nothing We 
| have endevoured fo much as the 
"| advancement of the Kirigdome of 
| Sataw. Our Eyes have wholly 
“| been employed upon. Jnft- 
| ful Objects, and lewd Women: 
“| Lafeliciffine publicarum libidinum 
| wilime, thole unbappy Sacrifi- 


ces 
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ces of common Luft, as Tertullian 
fpeaks , more grateful to us than 
wirtnous Company: The deban- 
chery of Unclean Songs and vila- 
nous difcourfe , have been more 
acceptable to our Ears than a good 
Sermon, or wholfome admonitions. 
Our Smell hath been carefs'd 
with effeminate perfumes 5 Our 


Taft with luxurious Viands and | 


Sauces made to heighten an Appe- 
tite beyond the Neceffity of Na- 
ture. And laftly , Our Touch 
hath been tainted with Lafcivi- 
oufnefs. With fo little care have 


we guarded thefe Cinque-ports of |i) 


our Soul, yea rather Jefe them 
as {o many open avenues free for 
Sinto enter ; That it isno won- 
der if death tread upon the Heels 
of Sin, and fnatches us away in 


the flagrant fatt. Objet. 
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Objeci. But you will fay, Sizce 
| God 1s. all goodnefs , and caunot be 
«| the Author of Ewill, bow comes 
il | zt to pafs that be fo feverely punifh. 
ut) eth Sia, and fends fuch Plagne 
ia | among St wren for it. 
|  Aafw. TothisI anfwer with 
iid) the Learned Bifhop of a Map fetes : 
ul Salo janus in his g Book de Pro- 
wi) widentia , where he fa eee 
| Deo quippe pi nimur fed Pe facie 
imus. Cut dubiusr eft gi ia ipfin HOS 
, it il noftris criminibus punzcmus 5 vin 
5 ae iniquitatibus nofiris , 
ibs ip{t in nos ne he ar ning Pa fe 
(| God indeed punifl tb us, pu we 
i) caufe,and after a Aa Boe ro ce him to 
sit a do it. God ng ie b firipes, but 2 
| deferve them. fediig [Reis i i 


bi] provoke God poureth ont.ibeVials a. 


| bis wrath, but we fill theuz up to the 


E bri, 
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brim,by our overflowing Iniquities. 

If we have any ching that is good 
in wsic is from God; but in a 
true fenfe we make king juft even 
by our Tnyu ice; for if we were 
not unjufE in Sinning , he could 
not be juff in punifbing 5 neither 


would he defire any way to exalt | 
his glory by theruine of his Crea=: | wi 


tures Mercy is nis delight,and good- 


nets is his N 


Natur C3 


before we bave itin us; he ne- 


ver fillsa Cup of Red wine be--| 
forethe meafure of our Crimfom| 


fon’ is full. 


with mournful 
The Lord is righteous, but we bave 
rebelled againft bim : 
flying vo his Mercy, yet fill adore: 
hiss| 


Letus therefore /ay)| 
the blame upon our felves , andl) 


Ferufalem Lay ,, 


Let us in 


He there-:| 
fore never fendeth Evil upon US 5, 


| 


| \ 
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his juftice ; s-and let the confide- 
ration of his unwillingnefs to pu- 
nifb us, fo work upon us, that 
hereafter wemay not force him 
to it. Forhe is flow to.anger and 
of great Compaffzon. 

And thus fromthe Difeafe we 
pafs to the Remedy, which conlilts 
of three Ingreciicrith a0 


. Haumilis Ay 
. Prayer. 
rs Repentance. 


If my People that are: called by 
my name, do bumble themfelves , 
and pray, and feck my face, ane 
turn from their oe wa ee then 
~ I hear, & 

If my iso humble thent- 
bse. Ie feems God will have 
E 2 humility 
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humility be the firft Ingredient i 


this Plague-Antidote. 


Lofty Spi- 


st. Bafilin pits are like wheels, in St. Bafil’s 


Afcet. 


ie Lee phrafe, scl tri 7d mvevuoclnoy thos meo- 


noritser 5 TeEXBOr Se ubudov amtoquey: 
They move not to any § piritual 


height , 
endlef{s round, 


butrun a vain Circle and 
They are {fo far 


from attaining any good end, that 
they embar all the paflages to it. 
The old Marquifs of » Worcefter 
being asked in Queen Elizabeths 


Time , 


how he continued Fa- 


vourite to three Princes of fuch 
different humours 2? Anfwered, 
He was made of aly ‘illow not of an 


Oke , 


and bad learn’d the Art of | 


Submii|feon. But proud men make 
bufinefs to withftand 
Thunderbolts, and had rather 


it their 


perifh then not attempt. 


€ 


Had 
they 


i mi 
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they fully known what the 
meaning of that paflage 1s, God 
refifteth the proud and giveth grace 
unto the humble , they would 
eafily have -underflood, that the 
only way to avoid the fury of ‘the 
Lyon of the Tribe of Fudab, is 
to lay proftrate before bim, not to 
contend, but yield thebuckler to 
him, that never kills perfons 
Difisrwhe of their Sins, and hum- 
bly beggingquarter. The Royal 
Prophet faith , A broken heart and 
a contrite Spirit , ob God! thon 
wilt not defpife. ‘The Ninivites 
found the Truth of this upon 
the pronouncing of that faral 
Sentence againft them, Tet forty 

days and Nineveh fhall % deftroyed. 
What ? did they fortifie their 
City ? did they frame. of their 
E 3 old 
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oldmen a Gouncel of War , and 
of their youth raife a puifiant 


Army? ‘did they fend for 
help 
vide for along Siege ? No, t 


the 


of their Allies.,°and pro- 


hey 


anderftood a better method of ha 


difarming divine wrath, they 


clo- 


thed themfelvs withSackeloth and | ~ 


fatin Afbes; they 


humbled them- 
{elves before the Lord, and by | 


this holy policy brought the 
Lordto repent of the Evil he 
intended againft them. Here it 
:s worth obferving , that bumble 
Submiffion 5 is more prevalent 
with God, thanour fellow Crea- 
gure, Niniveb hambles it felf,,) " 


and God -repents of the defigned!| “ 


rnine: But fonab grows angry ,,| 


and thinks he doth ‘well to be: 


fo. This: humility mult no 


t be: 
like: 


! 


{ 
i \ 
he al 
h - At 
f 
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like that which the Prophet com- 

lains of, a bolding dowz our bead 
like abulrnfh: We mult have a 
deep fenfe Of our unworthinefs, 
that has caufed this frre to go ont 
againft us, and having truly con- 
fidered the greatnefls of that 
Majefty we have offended, cry 
out in coufufior of face, that we 
are but duff, and cannot endure 
everlafling burnings. 

And that we may the-better 
do thus, Jet us firft confider the 
Fufinefs of the AG. Uf we have 
offended a temporal Prince, we 
{pare no labour , leave no {tone 
unturned to find out this Cour- 
rier , that Favourite, yea at the 
very expence of our Eftates fo 
mediate with him our reconcili- 
ation; when many times it 1s to 


E 4 no, 
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no purpofe : And fhall we be 
lefs fedulous in appeafingthe King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords , by 
a due ackno wiedging our own 
vilenefs and the enormity of our 
Actions that have pr rovoked 
his jult difp leafure e Had he de- 
manded He: fruit of our body, 
our Eftaces, or our Lives, by 
way of. Expiation , and atter all 
chis left us in an uncertainty, 
whether he would pardon, whe- 
ther he would heal us or no, the 
Cafe had been hard; but when 
he chatis Truth it felf aflures us 
our bumble Subsmiffion thall make 
amends, furely we muft be the 
molt wr ‘teh ved people i inthe World 
if we want a heart and a knee to 
appeale his fury. 


Secondly , 
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| © Secondly, Ic is the moft ad- 
| yantagious Act to our felves; and 
‘] this will appear three ways. 
ii }>  Firft, Ie prevents SubftraGion 
Bs Grace, and falling into grie- 
| wous Sins. Without this gra- 
‘ i ious frame of Spirit even the 
wif greateft Saints have fallen into 
" horrid fins : We may obierve 
( this in Se. Peter himfelf, in a vain 
| glorious humour he began to tell 
nt) Chrift, Mafter though all the world 
cl forfake thee, £ will mot5 yee 
\j-when his Lord and Mafter was 
wi} _feimed by the Fews, upon the 
¢} acculation of a filly Damofell, 
1 he was. the fff that not only de- 
i) nied his Mafter , but forfware him 
») too : Had he been as low and 
| humble in his ownConceit when 
| the Maid faid unto him, Thox 
alfo 
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alfo waft with Fefus of Galilee, | ji 


as he was immediately 


after his 


; wiv 
Wray 
‘ Git 


denial , when he went out and |i 
wept bitterly, his Lord would not |? 


have fuffered him fo foully to falls | jy 


And therefore his fellow Apoftle | iw 
St. Paul tells us of 2 Thorn in:\\ 
his flefb, ora buffetting Sathaz | \y 
to keep him humble and in a due: | jy) 
fenfe of his aothingnefs, left (days) iy 
he) I fbould be exalted above meae>\ hy 
fure through the abundance of Re) jy 


wvelations. 


St. Bernard obferves,,| 4 


that fometimes grace is fubftra=:|y, 
&ed, not for Pride which alrea-. | ,, 


dy is, but which would be, ifi/ 
it were not fubftraced. 
C.14.0.13 St. Anguftine in his Book de Civi- 
tate Det 3 Andio dicere fuperbis:\, 
utile effe cadere in aliquod apertuuti| \ 
unae fiber a 
| 


difpliceantt) 


wranifeftumque peccatuim 


Here?) «:. 


t 
Hay) 
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“| difpliceant qui jane fibi placendo cen 
| ciderunt, i.e. | dare boldly af- 
“| firm, That itis requifice for the 
iy Proud to fall into fome open and 
i) hainous Sin, that foaclaft they 
Hel may fall out of Conceit with 
il! themfelves, that fell. by fiand- 
i) ing in their-own Conceit.. «It is 
ie) hamilicy then that fhuts up all 
i] the paflages to Sin, and isasSe. 
| Bazil lpeaks, Seoowgopudcuoy cgerar, 
‘Mi The Magazine of Virtues. 

i) Secondly,Ic is the char a€teriftical 
i) note of our Chriftianity, 1¢ isa 
(| virtue peculiar to tt. Leara of me 
il for Lam eek and lowly , is a Do- 
Ht) rine which Chiuft firft.caughe, 
i) and Do&tor bumilitain in St. Aus 
wil) guflin’s opinions his proper $ tiles 
ui) is whole Life and Actzous were 
| the great Examples of it. Ha- 


tH naility 


oil g 
| 
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mility isa piece of that Celeftial 


Philofopby the Gentiles never 
knew, itis much above their E- 


thicks 3 for though amongft 


them a a¢recrs, @ Moderation to 
know and keep our meafures, be 
commended for wirtue, yet that 
thisfhould be performed in hum- 
ble dependance on God, by 
Grace derived from him in our 
Redeemer , was above their 
Learning : And therefore Cle- 
mens Of Alexandria {aid well, 
That Natural men may do the fame 
good that-a good Chriflian, émMx 3x 
kms  owritg curieg, Ste 7d cuts me0de 
peo 2.e. But not front the fame 
‘caufe, nor with the fame Intention, 
for they make not God in Chrift 
either their beginning or end. So 
that the ating Virtues in a luper- 
natural 
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winatural power, and referring 
vifthem primarily, cto his honor 


fin Cbrift ( which 1s the Quintef- 


i #yfence of humility .) 1s above the 


pireach of Pbilofopbical Specula- 


eftion. 


. Thirdly, Ye 1s the readieft 


l 


i \way to faving kuowledge. The 


wi bumbletbou wilt teach thy wayfays 
gjthe royal Prophet. Proud per- 


fon ws will never make good Scho- 
)\lars in Chrift’s School; he will 
ly 
ia 


never put the. nav wine of -his 


wi Grace tatotheir old mufty battles s 


.|the reafon is, they are fo full 
}-with their own airy Conceptions , 
” withthe bubbles of their own 
| blowing , that there is no room 
}forfolidand real Truths, with 
3, which the Holy Ghoft ever fills 
uf jPunble Souls. . On the contrary, 


the 


én 
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the bumble perfon that’ confiders | i 
the vilenefS of his watural condis |) 
tion, and how poor and waked he |i 
is, placesall his hopes'of flrength |x: 
and kiowledge only in God, and | w 


by that refignation of himlelf, eas, 


Gler receives thofe divine exami-: | 


nations of Truth, that can make |) 
bim wife to Salvation: The oreat}| | 


end of Chriftianity (to ule the) 
Words of Hierocles concerning! 


the Pythagorean difcipline ) 18%, 


Baws AD SAaw Uromrécus yeveDoe mers THY!) | 
GN Sefov ceyabav mereAnsiv" That we: 
may be wade all will for the pure 
fuit of Divine toings 5 but Pride) },, 
puts weights of Lead upon the?) 


Soul, ‘that She cannot foar in- 
to the Region of Divine Truth 3; 
and fo muffles her with felf-con-- 


ceit, that like hooded Hawkes iff} 


foe i 
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foe could flye, yee fbe would 


want an eye to purfue her game. 
Let ys therefore, if we would 
be tatight by this great School- 
mafter, approach him, with all 
Bunility, and he will not only 
teach us thofe things which are 
of Eternal Iuzpsyt , but cure the 
Wounds which Sin hath made in 
our Souls, inour Bodies, inthe 
Church , inthe State. And fo Y 
come to the fecond Ingredient, 
which is Prayer. If my People 
pray, and feck my face, &c. 


Firftthen, Being to {peak of 


Prayer, it will not be amifs to 
enquire in the firft place , what 


Prayer is? Sc. Fobn Damafcen an- t. 3. ae 


Fide c. 4, 


{wers the Quefiion, and fays, 
It is the Elevation of the mind to 


God. And St. Auftin,Your Prayer tn pr. gc. 


yA) 
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is a {peaking to God. ‘When you 
read, God {peaks to you; when 
you pray, you [peak to God; there- 


fore Prayer is the Souls Colftoquy 
and conver) ation with God. So 


that when'we pray, we Elevate 
our fpirit to God, and familt- 
arly Cyet with all reverence ) 
communicate our Condition un- 
to him with a greater confidence 
than any-Child can do to his Mo- 
ther: To him we aubowel our 
felves, and lay. before him what 
is moft dear unto us, and what 
moft oppreffes us in our Spiritual 
combats ; our failings and our 
defires, the temporal bleffings 
we would have, and the Ewds 
we would efchew , as one friend 
doth to another in whom he 
molt confides. And this is that 

which 


ie 
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wiwhich the. Divine Writ terms a 
nipouring forth the heart like water 
WSefore the Lord; the Text doth 
jnot fay like Oyle, fome of which 
will ever be fiicking to the weffel 
ie (that containedit; but like’ Wa- 
Wer, to fignifie , That a our 
»\ bought s , our whole heart , mult 
ZO ont of it felf and. afcend to 
.WGod. And truly Ci ewes ) now 
y.twe have need to make. this fe/f- 
i Naaepeactere 5 for , when our exinanition 
»Wowls have (as.it were.) quit- 
. ited their Manfion , and travelled 
\ito the throne of Grace to beg 
WMercy , and a ceafing of Fudg- 
_ Iunents , we may be confident , 
“ WPlagues will be crippled, and noc 
i Muftered to infest our clayie tene- 
ments 1n our fpiritual abfence: For 
(ithe truth of this we have our 
F Lord 
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Lord and Saviours own Word’,,| 
If ye abide inme, and my words? | Wil 
abide in you; ye fball ask what ye) 

will and it foall be done unto you.Soy) tv 
powerful is fervent prayer withn) ii 
God , that it binds his hands, andl) | 
(to {peak withreverence, as ttt)’ 

were) fetters the Ommipotent one, in 
We fee it likewife in the cafe olf | 
the Ifraelites, Mofes was gone) mw 
upto the Mount to receive the¢ ii 


* Law , and his ftay being longer) dy 


than the peoples expeCtation, theyy, x 
gather themlelves together, anci)i 
will needs have Aaron maked hi 
them zew Gods ; He, out of thetit ~ 
golden Earings, to gratifie thems {jj 


importunity , made them a Calff 
This accurfed peice of Idolatry)}\,. 


Pn 


ii 


God { refolving to punifh ) fay). 


unto Mofes , Now therefore let wy, 


alone 4 


NAG 
7 Gl 


iy 
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ita 
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alone , that my wraith may wax bot 
againft them, &c. whileft thou 
prayeft thou bindeft me; do not 
thus manacle me, let my hands 
beat iberty , that I may cut off 
this tiff necked generation.Suitably 
to this, Salvianus commenting 


upon Pfal, 33. 18. Ocul: Domini 


fuper juftos,& Aures ejus in preces 


eorum 3; fays, when the Scripture 
affirms the Ears of the Lord to be 
always on the prayers of che juft; 
not only his readinefs to bear,but 
a kind of Obedience in God 1s 
pointed at, as if God were {fo 
ready to hear the prayers of his 


faithful ones, that he feems wil- 


ling , not only to hear , but to 
Obey; not only to grant what 
they defire, but ready to perform 
what they command. T hus,chough 
KF 2 the 
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the Sun comes forth like.a Giant 
and rejoyces to run his race, yet 
He, and hisfellow Luminary the 
Maan, the bright Miftrefs of the 
night , by the force of Prayer , 

are mcked and made to ftand fti i 
till ‘Fofbuab and the Ifraelites had 
aven ged Paantelves. upon their 
Enemies , Fofb. 10.12. Yea, at 
the ptayer of Hex ehiah sttenden 
with the Diwine Rhethorick of 
Beers , the fame Sua muft re- 
covle back. Ie might have been 
enough for Hexekiah’s faith , to 
believe the words of Ifaiab with- 
out any Sign : But God, to let us 
fee how much he was pleafed with 
the King’s earneft Addrets, ftops 
the very courfe of Nature , and 
by no lefs than a miracle declares, 
Thathe had heard and accepted 
the 
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| the woice of thofe Royal Tears ; 
4 for behold , I will bring again the 
| Shadow of the degree ay which 4% 
, \gone down in the Sun-Dial of A- 
ae ten degrees backward. Ifa. 38. 

8. Andas Prayer hath a power 
| if invert the Courfe of Nature 5 
(fo likewife can it make Nature 
Jad contrary to its own felf. For 
fre which naturally towers up- 
jward, atthe Prayer of Elijah 
}defcended downward , and con- 
fumed a Captain and fifty men, 
12 Kings t. 12. Neither is Prayer 
"ithe weapon with which we only 
iwound our Enemies , but it is (to 
“peak with St. Ambrofe.) telun quo 
'\oulneramus Cor Dei, a weapon 
)with which God himfelf 1s woun- 
ded, asthe Spoufein the Canti- 
‘heles {peaks , Charitate vulneror ; 
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no other Artillery but this can 
batter the Cittadel of the great 
King. This is a Truth fo evident, 
that the dim light of Nature 
taught the very Heathens it, and 
therefore ( as Clemens Alexan- 
drinus tellsus ) they called their 
God incClog Zeus, from IMETHS, as if 


one fhould fay, a God is de. 


lighteth in the bumble Prayers of | 


bearty Petitioners. So that we 
may wellfay with Luther , Ora- 
tio hominis res eft potentifjzma; Te 
overthrows Armies , turns the 
courfe of Nature , obtains the 
greatel bleffings, averts the grea- 

ceft Evils, and even conquers 
God himfelf. Let us therefore 
offer this as offering this 
Spivituale thymiama. Cartbufiat 
(to itshonour ) obferves, That 
the 
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ml the Style of Incenfe is attributed 
: to no other T. beological wirtue , fo 


i truly asto Prayer. Nulla juftitia 


] thy wiamati comparatur nift fc ola O- 


: 


iy 


| ratio; foras lncenfe j fired in the 


Cenfor mounts in perfumed Curls, 
and caftsa grateful odour about 
ithe Altar; fo our Prayers pro- 
ceeding from hearts fired with 
boly Zeal, af{cend tothe throne 
of "God , ahd make a fweet fmell 
in his zoftbrils: But to {peak 
more particularly , fince prayer 
1s of fucha power ; 

Firft, Let us pray, that we 
may fhow our felves Chriftians. 
Tertullian calls Chriftians , the 
Candidates of the Celeftial King- 
dom : Healludesto the cuftome 
of thofe Roman Senators that 
ftood for the Confulfbip , whe 

F A. ever 
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ever vifited {uch as had any wotes 
in their Election , and by fair en- 
treaties endevoured to wiz them 
to their Side. The fame we do 
by Prayer, we acknowledge the 
Supremacy that Chrift hath over 
us, and that all our felicity de- 
pends upon his only Vote. Now 
as among the Gentiles {ome were 
called P latonifts ; others Arifto- 
télians gia from the Mafters,they 
acknowledged their Inflruétors 5 
fo by pradifing this excellenteft of 
Dirti es) We juftl y wear the name 
of him chat taught ic us. 

Stiniid lly, Let us pray, That 
we may not only fhow our {elves 
Chriftians , bute " good and pious 
Chriftzans, How many are there 
in the World that pats from month 
to mouth, yea, from year to 
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ij year that icarce ever pray ! as if 
] there were neither a God to re- 
“ij ward, nora Devil to be his Ex- 
‘09 ecutioner 3 and yet, if you tell 
li] them they are not Chriftzans,they 
iY will efteem you the moft injuri- 
“§ ows perfons in the world. But 
ii] We muft not be content with the 
‘| bare name of Chriffianity , and 
‘| think ic is enough that our Pa- 


iy] rents brought us to the Font, and 
wi) that there we received our Chri- 
till] fizan Livery ; We muft come 
«| up to the Life of cbriftianity,which 
| is Prayer; it 1s that in the Soul 
i} which Springs are in Clocks and 
| Watches , if they be broke, the 
y| motion of all the Wheels ceafes 5 
vel andif we devote not our felves 
Wi) to prayer, all our Theological vir- 
| ines arezdle, andas it were pin- 
nion ad 
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yiond inus 3; and therefore St. 
Chryfoftome fays excellently , as, 
when a Queen enters a city , not 
only a great Retzuue , but an a- 
maf{s of Wealth comes along with 
her; fo likewile, when the Soul 
is enflamed with a love of prayer, 
all other virtues croud and throng 
in upon ber: Of Men it makes 
us the Temples of Chrift. Now 
as gold and precious ftones , and 
the richeft Marbles conftitute the 
Palaces of Princes; 1o Prayer 
builds up thefe Temples of the 
Son of God, that he may dwell 
in our hearts as in a Sanctinm 
SanGorum, the aobleft Seat of 
his Refidence. That we may there- 
fore pray aright and like good 
chriftians , that God may ceafe 
the plague and heal our wounds , 
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I fhall fhow you what qualifica- 


tions are neceflary. 

Firftthen , Our Prayer muft 
be an earneft feu Prayer , it 
is St. Fames his characier , The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man availeth much; indeed , 
it peirceth heaven , and 1s Clecifs 
Celi as St. Bernard {peaks , the 
Key that unlocks the Treafuries of 
heaven, that it may fhowredown 
its bleffings upon us. We may 
learn the Nature of this effectual 
Prayer from the Royal Prophet, 


mea ficut incenfum in confhehu tuo: 

Let my prayer be fec before thee 
as Incenfe; in whichwords, he 
briefly comprebends all the requi- 
fites of a fervent prayer by com- 


Firft 


di) when he fays, Pirigatur Oratio Pf. 141.2. 
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Firft, In the Incenfe was Fran- 
hincen(e , Onyx, Galbanum, Oyle 
of Cinnamond , or Myrrh and 
Maftich; fo our Prayer, if it 
be effeétually fervent, mult be 
mingled with Faith , Humility , 
Charity , Confidence in God , and 
Patience; thefe, as leffer s: tars , 
muft wait upon this Queen and 
Mother of virtues » this Breviary 
of the Gofpel. 

Secondly , This Incenfe was 
appropriated to the Temples , and 
lodged in the Holy of Holies 5 {o 
likewife the Soul of Man is the 
, Lempleand Houfe of God, as St. 
Paul {peaks, Know ye wat that ye 
ave the Temple of the Holy Ghoft 2 


we therefore muft bura this In- 


_cenfeot Prayer in the inward ft 


and pureft part of this Temple. 
Thirdly , 


~ 
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|. Thirdly , This Incenfe was to 
i be offered by none but the High 
 Prieft 5 fo likewifeall our pray- 
ers muft be offered up by our 
High Prieft Chrift Fefus, if we 
| hope they fhall prevail; for upon 
sithis account the Church teaches 
jus to conclude all our prayers 
“iewith — this claufe , Lhrough 
1 Pelus Cheitt our Lord, 
“| Fourthly , This Incenfe wasto 
Abe fir'd, before its grateful per- 
‘I fume could. be fented : If the 
| High Pricft flung never fo many 
handfuls of ic on dead coals there 
“ycame forth no edour 3 fo our 

| Prayers are aleogether frigid and 
'} no way pleafing until kindled by 
"| the flames of the Spirit :. where 
| beat and fervour is wanting in 
‘'} him that prays , the very Soul of 
| prayer is abfenr. Fifthly, 


= 
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Fifthly, (lays David) Divi- 


atur Oratio mea,&c.let it mount, 
let ic tend towards thee; he that 
will pray fervently and effectually, 


‘muft have a good end, a fincere 


intention, and a conftant attention; 
he muft not pray like Pharifees 
to be feen of men, that he may 
purchafe the Repute of Religious 


and holy ; he muft make God and f 


his intereft his ultimate end and | ‘ 


therefore our Lord the Great 


Mafter of Prayer, fays, When thou | | 
prayeft enter into thy clofet , and \\ 


when thou haft fbut thy dore pray to 
thy Father which is ia Secret : By 
which he would teach us rather 
to acquit our felves to God than 


Man, God only being able to. 


reward our Integrity with better 


bleffings than vulgar applanfe can | 
Secondly , | 


afford. 
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Secondly, Butin the fecond 2. 
place , as our Prayer muft be 
earneft and fervent, fo it muft be 
without ceafing: If we would have 
a Truce with God’s judgments, ic 
isan argument of an evil heart to 
proportion our Prayers to the 
increafe or decreafe of Fudgments; 
for though the rulein Philofopby 
be , That Oratio 1s quantitas dif- 
creta, yet in Divinity it is moft 
certain 2. That Oratio ought to 
be quattitas cantinua , according 
to the Apofile’s Maxime, Pray 
continually ; and indeed now, if 17 
ever, we had need to be con- 
fiant 1 in Prayer, when thoufands 
dye in a week, and every pari/h, 
yea every fireet is the fatal Thea- 
tre of fo many fad Tragedies. Is 
not this a time of trouble, when 
the 


I nil So 
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the rich and abler fort are fled, 
cite, longe, tardé, and the poorer 
through neceflity are oblieged to 
tarry, notwithitanding infinite 
dangers furround them, their 
Servants, and their poor chil- 
dren! Is-it not a time of trou- 
ble,whenTradefuren become poor, 
and poverty enforces beggary,and 
that unbappy profeffcon cannot 
keepthem from Starving ! Is it 
not atime of trouble, when trade 
in general is fo Dead thatthe Sex- 
ton and the Grave-maker have the 
moft Employment in the parifb! 
Surely this is a time of trouble, 


and this time is our time. O there- | 


fore! let us take up holy David's 
Refolution , and give neither 
(leep to our eyes nor flumber to 
our Eyelids, till che Lintells. of 


Our 
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§ our dore-pofts are annointed with 
j the blood of fprinkling , chat the 
deftroying Angel may  paf? over 
“4 our babitations. 
f not over ) til! you find , feek 
| (and leave not) ull yor find, 
knock ( and ceafe nor) till a dote 
\d of Salvation be. opened unto 
$ yous 
3. Butthirdly , We muft lif 
| up pure hearts and boly bands un- 
"F to Godin Prayer. Icisthe work 
(of the Seraphims to be continu- 
| | sity crying ; Holy ,:Holy , Holy 
‘| Lord God of Sabbaoth, to exprels 
‘ 1 the ardent affection in them, and 
“W the ready adoration of the Ho- 
| lynefs fo repeated by snes it 
i being that noble attribute chat 
‘Jindeed is only proper to Gods 


11 Now if we would take apart in 
G this 


Ask (and give 


St 


Ric. Viktor. 
lb. de Pa- 
t/lAl. 


-bold:, left falling down it fink to: 
the Earth in love; wipe, left 1 wii 


be fullied with the duft of vain i 
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this Serapbick Confort, we muft 
endevour to have holinefs and pu- 
rity in our hearts and bands, and 
then our addreffes will be muftcal 
in God's Ears: To this purpofe 
the Schoolwan Victorinus obferves, 
That a reafonable Soul is the chief 
and principal glafs wherein to fee 
God : This the Ifrael of God muft 
continually bold, wipe, look on; 


thoughts; lookon, that it divert 
not the eye and intention to vain 
fiudies.. Can we hope that that 
‘Man’s prayer fhould be accepta- 
ble to God , whofe beart in ftead 


16 oy 
Ametts 


i iy 
Balt) } 


of being lifted up to the throne of |in,,, 


Grace, is funk into the Earth by 


the love of Terrene pleafures? 


No, | 


i if 
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NWNo, we mult have bearts purifi- 

jed withthe fire of Diwine love, 
“fand bands wafb'd in innocency be-. 
i fore we can be acceptable. Under 
iiithe Law the burut offerings were 
Sto be flea’d, and cut in peices,and 
eheir Legs and Inwards were to 
abe wafh'd:Upon which Saint Cyril 

lof Alexandria fays, 4 S Bboons é- 
\ RDnieeots THV. YULAVEOO IV Umobvir ferro The eee afc. 
iiifleaing off theSkin was ariddle of “?**” 
iitesaked difcovery,for nothing at all 
witan us 1s bid. or veiled from the Di- 
wtvine and pure eyes of God, We 
itmutt not be content with the fu- 
hniperfectes and ont-fide of a good life, 
abut we muft flea our Sacrifices 
witand look to the Integrity of our 
siinwards 3 we muft as it were cut 
your felves in peices by a ftriét ex- 
amination of the particular attions 
G 2 of 
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of our whole life; whatever bes: 
our defires , Our?) ' 


longs to us, 


thoughts, all mutt be puri fed, iff 


we would have our Sacrifices |’ 
How many are there ' 


Grateful. 


in the World that make Jongs|** 
rayers, yet devour Widows bon)” 
fes ? How many that have no-) “ 
thing in their mouths but Gofpeel 
light, and the advancement of the) ™ 
Kingdom of Chrift , yet, do bunt) 
flea them,and you fhall find them) “ 
full of Avarice, Pride, Fa€tiom * 


and the greateft uncharitablenef sy) \" 


Godfrey of Bulloine being asker 


by ‘the Ambaffador of a Sarazer 


Prince how he had his hands, raza { 


do&tas ad praliandum, {o able ‘ti 


fight? returned this anfwer, Ovzi) ww 


manus femper babui puras abimpwil 
‘vis contratlibus peccati 5 Becatalil diy 
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| [ never defiled my hands with 


any notorious Sin. Our Prayers 
will never be prevalent with God 
until we firft combat and foyle our 


35 


own Sins. Plato defines Purity énxils 


a Separation of the worfe from 
the better. 
fenfe be Separatijfs,and come out 
of Babylon, before we can be fit 
company for the Lamb 3 and 
when we have once done this,we 
may confidently hope a relaxation 
of our miferies , and that God 
will bear from heaven, forgive our 
Sins, and beal our Land. 

And fo I come to the third In- 
gredient in the Text, Kepentance: 
If my people humble theufelves , 
and pray, and turn frow their evil 
ways, then will I bear from heaven, 
and will forgive their Sin, and will 

G , 
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heal their Land. In the Pythian 

and Olympick Games, the Conten- 
ders for. bonour and renown had 
their way chalk’d out with two 


white Lifts, out of which they 


were not to falley; fo it was 
with Adawin Paradice, his via 
morunt was rayled in with In- 
nocence , afwell as his wia pe- 
dum adorned with Flowers and 
other deli ghtiul Objecs 5 but 
he having leap’d over the pale,by 
eating the forbidden fruit, took 
upon him the Trade of wandrin 
Inco 2 -paths 5 aud his children 
(like fo many Gypfies )have ever 
fince exerciled the fame Profef- 
fion. JI have heard of fome 
thatthey have been fo much in 
love with the wandring bumour , 
that th ough hey have been heixs 
CQ 
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tl] to good fortunes, yet they have 
«9 conforted themfelves with the 
wl begging Crew , only to have the 
iil Libercy of rowing up and down: 
| ing And thus it is with maz gene- 
‘| rally as to his Spiritual condition; 

(f though God hath elevated us to 
f id the dignity of Sons-fbip,and Chrift 
| accepted the Title of our elder 
i¢ Brother, yet we have frayed a- 
wh way from his bleffed Company,and 
wh chat heavenly inberitance he pur- 
chafed for us with his blood : We 

«( bave taken more delight in the 
\y) weaaders of Sin and folly, that can 
i afford us nothing of follid worth, 
“| than in thofe durable and eternal 
riches of Grace and Holynefs. 
| Upon this fcore ic is that the 
| Text faith, If my people turn from 

| their evil ways, ( which implyes 

G 4 they 
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they were out of the way of 
God, and aleogether journying 
the Mazes of Idolatry and Sin ) 
that God would heal and redrefs the 


miferies that for fuch deviations 


were come upon thens. But becaufe 


Twill {peak more diftin@ly of 
Repentance , 1 fhall confider it in 
its three parts 5 


1. CompunSlion: or Contrition 
for Sin. 
jeeriice ‘ 

a. Confeffron of Sin. 

3. Converfion from Sin to God. 


Firlt , Compunttion or Contri- 
tion: And now how happy fhould 
I be; 
at this time could have the 
fame operation on your hearts 
that St. Peter's Serwoa had upon 


if my difcourle to: you | » 


his | 
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i) his Auditors,as St. Luke defcribes 
a) icin the fecond of the A&Gs and 
the 37. verf. where it is faid,Now 
iit) when they beard this they were 
iw) pricked in their hearts, and faid 
| unto Peter and the reft of the A- 
i) poftles,Men and Brethren what fball 
tn) we do? A true and holy Sorrow,like 
fo many Needles, peirced them 
thorough ; as Expolis recounts of 
iit) Pevricles’s Oration to the People 
of Athens; In animis anditornys cicero de 
aculeos reliquit , tt left ftings in ace: 
his Auditors minds. Now that 
we may a little confider the 
“| phrafe, we muft make a diffe- 
| rence between fpiritus compuntii- 
wi) oni, and compuntiio fpiritus , 
mute norronbfeas Re uaraibsiv novpdioo” 
wi) a Spirit of Compunction , which 
w) St. Paul complains of inthe un- Rom. 11, 
| A | believing * 
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believing Jews, and Compunttion 
of Spirit or of the heart, men- 
tioned in this place of the Ads, 
Sc. Paul fays, God bath given them 
a Spirit of Slumber, eyes that they 
fhould not fee, and ears that they 
foould not bear unto this day; as if 
he would fay, they are pofleft 
with a Spirit of ftupidity and ob- 
flinacy in Sin,that flafb and wound 
them néver fo, yetthey willnot 
be fenfible ; but chis compunttion 
or pricking of the heart, which 
Sc. Peter’s Auditors endured, was 
a godly Sorvow for their Sins, and 
fight of their miferable Condi- 
tion. Now Lorinus affords usa 
ternary of rveafons why godly Sor- 
row for Sinis called compuntion 
of the beart. 


1. Outa 
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a 
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¥. Quia vel aperitur Cords apo- 
fiema. 

a. Vel quia vulneratur Cor amore 

| Dei. 

3. Vel quia damon dolore & inei- 
dia fauciatur. 

Richer becaufe the corruption 
a the heart is difcovered, as an 


Apofteme or Vleer is opened by 


i } the prick of a Launce. 


Or becaufe the heart is woun- 
ded withthe lowe of God, asthe 
Spoufe in the Caaticles cries out , 
Lam fick of Lowe. 

Or becaute thereby the Devil 
is wounded with Indignation and 
Envy , as knowing the ruine of 
his Intereft and Kingdome muft 
needs be caufed, when Sinners 
return to God,the Centre of their 
happinels, from which they re- 


coyled. 
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coyled. . But if any one ask 
me the reafon why they were 
thus pricked , thus wounded at the 
heart, the 23. & 24. Verfes of 
the fecond of the Aés will tell 
us, him, being delivered by the de- 
terminate counfel and foreknowledg 
of God, Ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands bave crucified and 
flain. \t was high time for the 
Fews to be touched to the quick 
that had put to death the Lord of 
Life, their Meffiab, and Saviour 
of the World. — And truly, if we 
refleG aright upon our felves, we 
fhall find: it high time for us to 
be thus wounded, if we confider 
that the Fews did but once cra- 
cifie him ; but We, by the commit- 
tal of frefb fins and Impteties,cru- 
cifee him every day,and grieve his 
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holy Spirit Ic is therefore infinicly 
neceflary we fhould have this 
due fenfe, this holy wounding of 
heart, if weexpect God fhould 
repent of the evil done unto us 
and heal our Land. 

9. The fecondbranch of Re- 
pentance 1s Confeffton. 

As we mutt be forrowful tor fin, 
fo we muft make a true confeffcon 
of fia : Now in confeffion we mutt 
obferve thefe Rules; 

Firft, Our confeffion muaft be 


humble and felf-accufing , Non — 


wis ut ille damnet? Tu damna. Vis 
ut alle ignofcat 2 Tu agnofce. 
Wouldft thou not that God 
(hould‘'Condemn thee? condemn 
thy felf. Say with the Publican, 
Lord have mercy upon me a finner- 
Wouldf thou have God pardons 
Do 
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Do thou crye guilty. We muft 
not imitate our Grandfather /- 

dam, that cryed, The Woman 
thon gaveft me prefented me the 
fruit, and I did eat. Wemutt 
take the fins we have com- 
mitted upon our felves; it being 
altogether unjuft we fhould file 
that.Ewil. on anothers fcore of 
which we have been the Authors. 
How many are there in thefe 
days that when they are aecufed 
of any Uncleannefs, lay the faule 
upon Nature , as St. Auflin com- 
plains, many in his time did, and 
conlequently accufe God him- 
felf. We ought rather, with the 
Prophet David,to cry out, Lord, 

it is 1 that bave done this Great 
Wickednefs; and,with Feremiah, 

contels our ways and ionn Beshiip- 
ings 
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ings have brought all thefe zz- 
feries upon us. 

Secondly , We muft. not put 
our fis tothe Devil’s Account. 
He may tempt us, bue he cannot 
force us to fin. The Devil mighe 
have offered Eve a thoufand of 
thofe beautiful Apples without 
prevailing , had fhe not been as 
willing to taftthat forbidden fruit 
as he ready to perfwade her it was 
good. If he could forceus to 
fin, we might juftly lay the fault 
at hisdore, and make the very 
neceffzty of finning our Apology. 
But the Apofile Sc. Fames bids us 
vefift the Devil and he will fly from 
us: to teach us we have a pow- 
er tocombat , and through Grace 
baffle his pernicious temptations. 


Thirdly , 
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Thirdly , Neither muft we 
make God the Author of our 


fins : Heis a God of purer eyes 
than to bebold iniquity 3 and what 


blaf{pbemy would it be in us when 
we have committed fins (that 
even fome natural men would ab- 
hor) to father them upon God , 
the fource of all purity and 
goodnels. The Pfalwift tteers 
another courfe, when he fays, I 
will confefs my fins unto the Lord 3 
He doth not fay he will aecufe 
God as the author of his Luft to 
the Wife of Uriah, or of his 
Pride in numbering the people 5 no, 
bat I will confefs co bim againft 


my felf, beis righteous, and I have. | hor 


done wickedly. God cannot be 
tempted to evil , neither tempts 
be any man, it isa principle of 
cor- 
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corruption within us, that brings 
forth this viperous brood, and 
we muft wholly acknowledge 
God righteous when he punifheth 
for Sin. 

Fourthly, Our Confeffion mult 
be Inutesra © perfea. There 
are many that will be ready to 
acknowledge thofe Sins which 
they .fee the beft of Men are 
obnoxious to; but their Dalli- 
lab’s, their darling Sins, like the 
true name of Rome, they keep 
concealed. -But this 1s not the 
Confeffzon that will do our work ; 
a lame balf-confeffion 1s no more 
acceptable to God, than if we 
fhould offer him half our beart, 
when he requires the wholes;Thon 
fbalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy beart ; which he can never 

H truly 
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truly be faid to do that leaves 
fome Sins anconfefs'd , and as it 
were hidin the inward recefles 
of his Soul; becaufe God being 


_a profeis'd enemy to every Sin, 


fuch a concealment is a taking 
part with that which he moft 


hates. 


Thirdly, The third part of 
Repentance 1s Converfion : Now 
there is a two-fold Conwerfion. 

1. A Turning and total Conver- 
fiow of a Sinner from Sin to God, 
and in this Signification is com- 
prehended the whole work .of 


Grace, Pfal. 51..14. And Sinners | | 


foall be converted unto thee; thisis 
paffive Conver fion, wherein God is 
the Chicf Agent, but our felves 
by our aatural power work no- 
thing, unlefsit be to hinder the 
work of Grace. 2. There 
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. There is a turning from 
] fome particular Sin’ or Sins, 
* | whereby we have offended Gos 
On Manssael uke 22. 22. When 
‘| thon art converted; and Fer. 34. 
5.18. Convert thou me and I fhal! be 
“fi converted’: This is an aétive Con- 
{ werfion performed by men, who 
being already renewed by Gate : 
do work together with this 
| Grace. Now this converfion is a 
“} turning of :the heart unto Ged , 
| whereby. we contract a perfed 
| averfion to thofe things which 
ij we formerly delighted in, and 
(have fuch an alceration in our 
si faall and affections , that we de- 
Wi fire nothing, and affec: nothing 
(but what we find agreeable to 
this bleffed will. Tt isnot aturn- 
ingot the Brain, an alteration 
H 3 of 
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of this or that. opinion ; that is | | 
Vertigo Capitis 5 not Converfto 

Cordis: but it is a meer altera- hay 
tion and turning of @ijgsmmegemay’ 


of this converfion confifts in the: ) ») 
turning of the whole heart. Thisi|y Hi 
true turaing 1s a. thing no way’! 
pleafing to the Devil. If he: 
could, he would not have us turn} 
niall , he fowes pillows under'| 
our Elbows, and per{wades uss) ,,, 
we are in a bleffed condition + butt) », 
if we will needs turn, he willl), 
perfuade us to.Turn any whetber,,) 
rather than unto God, If he| 
cannot effect this , yet his Arti-} 
fice and cunning is to make us ; 
leave our beavis behind, Now); 
if that will not do, but we willl, | 
Turn with our heart in Corde, yett) | 
hee} 
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he labours all he can it may not 
be za tsto: he would have us 
have fome private ends , fome 
Lufts to gratifie 5 he would have 
our sipal tee broken, and not en- 
tirely fub ervient to the Divine 
Will. Bue ( Beloved ) if we 
would remove thele judgnents 
that lye beavy upon us, we muft 
not divide’ our hearts between 
God and the Devil, but muft 
turn to God with our whole hearts 
for he is the great Phyfician that 
only can beal our dife vafed Souls. 


And thus I come to the fourth 
and Jaft Branch of the Text, the 
Phy fi fician prefcribing the Medicine, 
GOD ; in thefe wards, I will bear 
frow heaven, and will forgive their 
Sin, and will beal their Land. 
Ea Sts 


—_ 


102 


Pillule P eftilentiales. 


St. Chryfoftome tells us, that Chrift 
the fecond perfor of the Trinity , 
wiages venga iotfels ) by his death 
became Phyfician of the Dead ; 
in his very humility and ftate of 
Exinanition he baffled Sin, and 
Death , and the Balfam of his 
Blood thed upon the Crofs, clofed 
uP the Serpentine wound received 
in Paradice. If this be true of 
Chrift Cas without doubt it is ) 
whileft he was in the form of a 
Servant, we ought not to que- 
ae the perfori mance of the 
promile made usinmy Text by 
the whole Trinity. I will bear 
&e. 1, God the 
, God the Son, 1, God 
oft s Tome, yet three , 
nce the Angels weil 
i whole only Fiat 
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the €haos was un-masked, andto 
whole bounty all the leveral fpe- 
cies of creatures owe theirBe cing: 
I will hear frou beawen; forgive , 
and beal your Land. Other Phyft- 
cians, either out of hope of gain, 
or to buoy up their credits and 
repute in ie World, promite 
thofe cures which they can never 
perform : Bi it here is one whole 
W ordis his Deed, tha apron 
pal verity, who having the Iffues 
of Life and Brcasies in his hand, 
when he * pro omifles Life cannot be 
guilty of a ts and when he 
threatens death upon impe ni- 
tency will furely infli& it.So then, 
here is a Conjunction. of the 
whole Trinity in the Cure promi- 
fed, the perfection of which will 
appear in three particulars. 
H 4 1. God 
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1. God will cure us corporally. 
When he fent his belowed Sonto 
preach the Gofpel of Etérnal Life, 
many beard him, but were lictle 
moved with the Excellency of his 
Embaffie ; but when he came to 
thofe fenfitive and ocular demon- 
ftrations of his power, the heal- 
ing of the Sick, and feeding the 
Multitude by miracle , many then. 
were induced to believe in him : 
S.Mattbew tells us,chat he healed 
all that were Sick. At bis word 
ihe Blind fourd eyes,the lame flung 
away their Crutches,the Paralytick 
and fuch as were troubled with 
an effufiow of Blood, found that 
virtue proceeding from him 
which effe@ed their cure. If the 

toucb of his garment were fo bal- 
famice al, tha at of his voice had a 
greater 
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greater power;for Lazarus though 
rotting four days in his grave, at 
_ Chrift’s firft call quitted his cold 
Manfion , and conquered Death 
furrendred his Przfoner, at the 
Command of this great Prince. 
The Platonift fay, Lumen eft Um- 
bra Dei, Light is but the fhadow 
of God; and I may very well 
affirm , that the Learned ft Phy- 
ficians are but fbadows of this Suz 
of righteoufuefs, when he ap- 
pears with healing in his wings. 
Have we the plague fpots upon 
us? If God will be our Phyficiaz 
their very reduef? {hall ferve fora 
blufh to confets their impotency 
when he bids them vanifh. Does 
a Feaver burn us, or a Dropfie 
drown us ? One word of his 
mouth will prove a Tulip to cool 

our 
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our veins, anda Sluce to let out 
that Lake of humours which 
would engulph us. If we be 
once penitentially quallitied, He 
will bear ns, He will beal us. Let 
us therefore look upon this Vifz- 
tation with a Spiritual eye; Let 
us,that God yet fpares, learn to be 
better , left thole Princes of Pe- 
vin America(meer Heathens jat 
the day ot ‘Fudgment , rife up 
againft us, who accounted Sick- 
nels, Nuncios cell quibus fe ad 
Deos acciri dicebant, God's Mef- 
fengers by which he would draw 


them to himfelf, (as Nierember- 
gius reports ) He brings us into 
the School of Affiittion, that we 

might leara Wi{done. 


ie will beal us, 
difeafes in the 


And as 
fo he will the 
creatures that 
contre 
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contribute to the maintenance 
of our Lives. Is the Air infe- 
ed ? He will purge it. Is the 


i) fruit blafted 2 He will ftop Mil- 


dews, and what ever hinders a 
plentiful Vegitation.. Doth the 
Murraia conlume Cattle ¢ That 
fhall likewife ceafe. Ina word, 
whatever impleads our tevzporal 
enjoyments, upon our Repentance, 
like Duft, thall be driver away 
before the Wind. 

2. God will cure us Spiritully. 
The wounds of the Soul are in- 

nitely more confiderable than 
chofe of the Body, and there- 
fore David, who (as St. Chry- 
foftow peaks, was 6 ivr Buoimi 
SONH one Berow ' movaoViav tmidukepdwos , 
One that lived as ftriéily in his 
Kingly Pallace, asina Cloyfter ) 
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cries out, Heal my Soul for [have 
finned againft thee. And indeed, 
he had great reafon to dolo, for 
he that had wiétorion{ly encoun- 
tred the Lyon, the Bear, Goltah 
and an hoff of Men, was now 
broken by a feminine temptation , 
and become guilty of thofe Soul- 
wounding Sins , Adultery and 
Muritber. Now as David made 
his Addrefs to God, the only 
Soul-Phyfictan , fo let us, for he 
can certainly reftore and beal. 

This Soul-cure he will per- 
form, 

Firft, By healing our irregular 
affeétions , which can by no lefs 
powerful means be effected , than 
the communication of his Grace. 
For if Adam in Paradice, richly 
furnifoed with fupernatural gifts , 
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continued but a poor while in 
that purity and excellent cond;- 
tion; how much les can nature , 
wounded with Sia, without the 
affiftance of fupernatural endow- 
ments, recover her former pari- 
ty © I fhall not deny, buta vigo- 
rous reafon may help a man to ac- 
quire thofe virtuous habits which 
may caufe a promptitude in the 
affeCtions to virtuous attions , yet 
thofe Acts of wirtue will be fo 
poor and imperfed , that they 
can never bring him to eternal 
felicity. A€tions that {pring from 
Grace, do as far excel thofe that 
are the Iffue of Nature ( though 
never fo»morallized ) as fruits 
that are rzpened in the woods and 
fields by the beams of the Sun,do 
thofe that are brought forth by 


artificial 
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artificial fires. Grace changes the 
affections powerfully , and ren- 
ders them’ as it were new affe&i- 
ons, according to St. Paul, Ifa 
Maza be in C brift he 1 2 new crea- 
ture. Not that our affections in 
this life are totally healed by grace, 
there will be /ufting of the Flefb 
againft the Spirit, in the moft 
gracious perfons; but thofe In- 
{urrections and Tumultsare ra- 
ther fuffered by God as.a Tryal, 
than a deftruGtion to his ebildren. 
Inordinate affections thall be fo 
healed in this life, that they thall 
lofe their Empire , though .not 
their Beeing 5 when they begin to 
rebel , Grace will be able to fub- 
due and triumph over them. 
Secondly, By healing our Un- 
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enjoyed his Integrity, the Uz- 
derftanding did naturally appre- 
hend truth with the greateft fa- 
cility ; and as when our eye looks 
upon fome curious piece of Pain- 
ting , Sculpture , or any other 
beautiful objeét , it ishighly pleas 
fed; fo the Underftanding, when 
it lock’d upon Truth, received 
great Satufaction , and the more 
fublime and. excellent the Truths 
were,the wobler carefles fhe found 
in the contemplation of them. But 
novv alas! a difmal chaos hath 


invelop'd the Usderftanding, yea 


that Sczence, that vvas fo brisk 


and fparkling in our firft Parents 
( and fhould have been the inbe- 
ritance of all their pofterity ) 1s 
utterly loft. Our ignorance is 
fuch, that vve are not able to 


j udge 
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judge of fupernatural Truths , 


and therefore God vvill cure this 
defeGt in us by Divine lilumina- 
tion, He vvill fet up in our Souls 
the bright Tapers of his grace, 
vvhereby the fogs and mifts of 


Infidelity fhall be défpell'd, and | | | 


fuch a certainty vvrought in.us , 
as as eflential to true Faith. 
Thirdly, By healing our Wills. 
The Phylofopber’s Maxim 1s here 
true, Corruptio Optimi eft peffenca : 
The Will being the {upreme fa- 
culty of the Soul, had once a 
natural power to love God , but 
being novy wounded by Sin, the 
wounds in it are of a deadlier na- 
ture than thofe of the other fa- 
culties... Thus Sixs of Malice 
are deeper wounds than thole of 
Infirmity or Ignorance, and there- 
| fore 
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fofe one excellently faid, That 
nothing Frid fo much in Hell a3 the 
perverfe wills of Men. God will 
heal this wounded part alfo by his 
fuperuatural Grace; tor Grace hath 
fire forthe Will , as well as light 
for the Underftanding, His Grive 
fhall fo enfliwee our Wills, that 
whereas we formerly affetied no- 
thing “more than thi Tranfitory 
and earthly frnitions of this life , 
Riches, Honours, and Pleafures ; 
now wéfhall Jove nothing, defire 
nothing fo much as God in Chrift, 
and with Se. Paul, account all 
things but drof’ and sheng in compa- 
rifon of them. 

Fourthly , By bealing our con- 
Sciences. I will hear and forgive, 
&e. In Seripture-Language beat 
ino of Sin and forgiving of Sin, 
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are equipolleat cerms.So fersgi22. 
of gra ye back-(liding childrenand 
will beal your back: flidings. Now 
a when he faysin my Text, 
I will forgive , {peaks to the con= 
feience a bealing word, Gracemay_ 
heal the fpots.and ftain of Sin, but 
it cannot beal the guilt: . 101s for= 
civenefs.of Sin mult take away 
the guilt of Sin, and then the 
Obligation to punifhment:ceafes. 
T hofe fears, which(like fo.wmany 
fuvies) continually tormentedusy 
fhall Jofe their fling 5) and i 
turned. into gladuefs , when he 
fays, Lwill forgive. itis the faye 
of rai K. ‘Sule non, Lbat the Spirit 
of 4 Man uay bear bis: Infirmity’, 
but a wounded eri who can: bear? 
which words, though inthe garb 
se a Oueftion, yet are to. be fl’d.in 
the 
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the number of ‘thofe teatiuats int 
smpdnee { to ufe the Philofopher’s 

phrafe) queftions which have the 
energy of affirmative and nega- 
tive “propofttions ; fo that the 
Senleis, No man can bear a woun- 
ded Spirit, «And indeed , if we 
confider the unfpeakable tortures 
that they fuffer, whole coufcience 
is troubled and tempeftious we 
muftneeds acknowledge itan in- 
fi upportable burther. What oreat 
comfort then have we in his. pro- 
+ inife; that God will forgive ° that 
is, notonly efface and blot out 
the flazz, bue pardon the guilt of 
Sin, which fo often anticipates 


Doomfday , and begets aHell on 


Earth. 

3. But thirdly and laftly, God 
will heal us P olitically, When Sin 
ae hath 
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hathto high! Hy diftemper'd a Na- 


tion , that it is come to the very 
brink of  deffruction, then God 
many times comes with bealing 
in bis wings; he will make Good 
They: that 
fpoil thee , foall be a fhoyls ” for i 
wilreftare health unto thee,and heal 
thee of thy woundsy he that could 
make the Affyrians level: their 
Swords at one anothers Breafts, 
can make us Englifb-men (that 
have been roo much tn this:Cafe 
Affyrians ) heath our Swords and ' 
run toto wutnal embraces, xo He 
faidy) By me Kings Reigw, candit 
urs by me Kings fall When 
lye hath a mind to puni(b a Nation 
for Siz, he many times takes 
away €Xce ellent Prixces,;sashedid — | 
fofialy and. glorious CHARLES | | 
| the 


wast 
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to beal.a Nation ; -he makes thofe 
animofities that begot the. firkt 
troubles, the ground of the. ene 
fuing Peace. For though the 
Dewil’s Maxim be, Divide @» im- 
pera, yet God can make ufe of it 
to ferve his moft holy intentions. 
Inthe Building of Babel he made 
confufionot Languages the ruine 
of the works and in the Reftau- 
ration of King CHARLES ‘the 
Second, he made thole of diffe- 


vent opinions and yudgments in Ke- 


ligion » draw inthe fame Yoke , 


andas fubfervient Inftruments, 
caufe thac Serenity which we 
now enjoy. Ido not {peak this, 
asif. we were now as well difci- 
on in the School ef Chriftas 

vel fbould be» For the.truth ts, 
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whatever | fecular  bappinefs we 
enjoy, yet if we do but reflea 
onthe malicious defious that are 
menaged at prefent by chofe that” 
profels Chrift, and the peaceable 
temper which he commanded all 
good Chriflians to ule, when he 
faid , My Pesce I leave with you's 
we fhall find the Kingdome 1s ve- 
ry fick, and ftands in need “of 
this Phyftetan 5 who can with one 
word of his. Mouth rebuke the 
madne{s of the people; who can 
teach Prince , Nobility , Clergy, 
and Cobiwvone | , their trae Intereft, 
who can make the molt saveterat 
hatreds end in a’ vigorous friend- 


foip sand who out of the leaves 


of ‘that Tree of Life, that hath 
twelve manner of fruits > can 
f La eo / 2A. oF ts | roy I, I; f 
make a Balfamfor the bealing o 


the 
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the, Nations... Upon our Repen- 
iancehe hath. promifed our Cure, 
and. he both canand. will be‘as 
good as his Word. 

Tofumme up all: Let every 
one of us here -prefent clap -his 
hand, upon his: heart, and not 
only,cry,l bave finned: But bya 
fertous-amendurent of -Life-srand 
humble walking before him, .en- 
devour as much as we can to be 
capable of his bealing Tufluence 
for, he that: -hath. promifed, is 
God, all kwowledge that. ‘cannot 
erve., and God. all. truth that 
cannot Lye, and we ought to 
believe him, when he fays, If wy 
People which are called by my name, 
foall, bumble themf elves, and pray, 
and feek.my face,, and turn. from 
their..wicked ways : Then will I 
bear 
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hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their Sins, aiid will heal sbeit 
Laud. 


as AAA SS 
ee CC ce 


